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Opłatki Christmas Wafers 

 
 

Opłatki are available for purchase in the parish office or after all 
Masses in the Gathering Space of our church. Each package of 
opłatki contains 3 white wafers and 1 pink wafer. A $3.00 donation 
per package is requested. (While supplies last)  PAGE   2 

OPŁATKI 
A Polish Tradition 

 Dearest Friends and Parishioners,  
 

The sharing of opłatki is a tradition 
that is very special to me, and, as I 
have come to know, to many of you 
as well. As we begin our Advent 
journey, know that this is only one 
tradition of many that we all hold 
dearly in our hearts. 
 

May this Advent season bring you 
many joys and may the good Lord 
Bless you always.  
 

~Fr. Idzi 
 
“OPŁATKI” – A Polish Christmas 
Tradition 
 

Along with many foods and 
decorations which are a part of Polish 
Christmas Tradition, the sharing of 
Opłatki (Christmas Wafers) during 
the Christmas Eve dinner speaks of 
faith and the family unit. The tradition 
of the Opłatki originated in Poland 
and later spread to other Slavic 
countries. 
  

The Opłatki are thin, rectangular 
wafers baked from pure wheat and 
water. Their composition is similar to 
hosts used during the celebration of 
the Mass.  
 

Religious scenes, including the 
Nativity, Virgin Mary, Baby Jesus 
and the Star of Bethlehem are 
embossed on the wafers during the 
baking process. Although most are 
white in color, a wafer is colored pink 
in remembrance of the animals which 
brought the Holy Family to 
Bethlehem and kept them warm as 
they all lodged in a stable.  
 

The Opłatki are broken and shared by 
immediate and extended family 
members in the context of the Wigilia 

(Vigil Dinner) on 
Christmas Eve. 
Christmas Eve is one 
of the most holy and 
meaningful days of the 
year in Poland. It is a day 
of waiting for and celebration 
of the birth of the Jesus Christ. 
Special foods are prepared for this 
once a year event and the dinner is 
meatless as a penitential reminder of 
the great feast of Christmas which 
will soon be upon them.  
 

For the polish people, this is no 
ordinary family dinner. Rather, it is 
more of a mood, a feeling, a frame of 
mind that gives one a sense of 
belonging and a deeper meaning. It 
gives the conviction that all is right 
with the world for at least this one 
night. For Polish families, this Vigil 
Dinner brings together all that they 
hold dear: God, tradition, and family.  
 

This dinner traditionally begins with 
the appearance of the first star in the 
eastern sky which recalls the star of 
Bethlehem. The family gathers 
around the table dressed in their 
holiday best. A candle is lit to herald 
the coming of Christ, the Light of the 
World. After grace is said, the eldest 
member of the family, or the head of 
the household, takes the Opłatek 
wafer, breaks it and shares it with the 
next in line. The ritual is accompanied 
by wishes of health, happiness, and 
God’s blessings to each other along 
with kisses and many embraces.  
 

Needless to say, this is a tender and 
touching moment of love and 
forgiveness when grudges are 
forgotten. It is a fleeting magical 
moment which has a spiritual 
dimension all of its own.  Many are 

often 
moved to 

tears as they think back of Christmas 
Eves past. Opłatki are sent by mail, in 
Christmas greeting cards, to family 
members not present as a reminder 
that even though they are separated 
by miles, they are still intimately 
joined as members of one loving 
family.  
 

The meal begins at a table covered by 
a fine white table cloth to 
commemorate the birth of Christ, 
under which is placed some straw as a 
reminder of the straw in the humble 
manger in which the Baby Jesus was 
placed. An extra place is set at the 
table for an unexpected guest, the 
belief stemming from an old Polish 
adage “A guest in the home is God in 
the home.” 
 

As the meal ends, the family sings 
Kolędy (Christmas Carols) and 
prepares for the journey to church for 
Pasterka, Midnight Mass, which 
begins the great celebration of 
Christmas.  
 

Throughout the season of Christmas 
which, in Polish tradition ends with 
the Feast of the Presentation on 
February 2nd, the breaking and 
sharing of Opłatki continues at other 
festive gatherings with family and 
friends.  
 
~Fr. Idzi 

Opłatki 

A Christmas Tradition with 
Deep Roots 



 

 

The faithful all around the world are 
invited to join with Pope Francis for his 

special intention. Won’t you join in? The 
intention for the month of December is 

for the Future of the Very Young. 

 

That every country take the measures 
necessary to prioritize the future of the 
very young, especially those who are 

suffering. 
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Ken Hilliard 
 Operations Director 
 

Deacon Raul Duque 
 Music Director 
 

Magdalan Barry 
 Parish Secretary 
 

Nancy Markham 
 Office Coordinator 
 

Judy Banasiak 
 Religious Education 
 Coordinator 
 

Kathy Berry 
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Parish Office Hours 
 

Monday through Friday 
9:00 am—7:00 pm 

 

Saturday  
9:00 am—12:00 pm 

 
 

Schedule of Masses 
 
 

Sunday 
 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am 

 

Saturday Evening Mass 
 5:00 pm 

 

Weekdays: 8:00 am 
Monday through Saturday 

 

Holy Days:  
7:30am, 9:30 am and  

7:00 pm 

Sacrament of Penance 
Monday - Saturday 
after the 8am Mass 

Parish Office 
6135 S. Austin Avenue  
Chicago, Illinois 60638   
773-767-1523 (phone)   

773-767-6135 (fax)                                                                

www.stsymphorosa.org 
symphorosa@comcast.net 

Parish School 
6125 S. Austin Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60638 

773-585-6888 
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Renew My Church Prayer 

Lord Jesus, you speak 
to us today, as you 
spoke to holy men and 
women who have gone 
before us. In every age 
and in our own time, 
you call to us and say: 

Renew My Church. 

 

Pour out the gift of your Holy Spirit 
upon us, and so enable us  

to hear you clearly 
to listen to each other attentively 
to imagine our future boldly 
to discern your direction wisely 
to persevere in your holy will 
courageously 

to stay together in charity 
to surrender our own plans readily 
to embrace the greater good 
to hand on your gifts to future 
generations. 

 

May we remain in the holy company of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, the apostles, 
and all the saints. May their example 
and presence inspire us with patient 
confidence in the work of your grace. 
We ask this of you who live and reign 
with the Father in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

Join us as we begin a new, weekly, social 
media prayer request. Each Friday, we will 
post a prayer request on our social media 
pages. If there is something that you would 
like us, as a family celebrating Faith to pray 
for, please add it in the comments section. 
These prayer requests will be prayed for 
during our intercessions at our weekend 
masses. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Due to an early bulletin submission 
date the Stewardship and Split the 

Pot info will be listed in the  
December 8th bulletin.  
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St. Symphorosa 
Advent Penance 

Service 

 
 

In preparation for the 
Christmas season, and the 
coming of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, we invite all to a 
special Reconciliation 
service with private 

confessions being offered  
on Monday, December 16th 

at 7pm.  

Once again St. Symphorosa Parish is sponsoring our 
annual Advent Giving Tree Project.  If you would like to 
participate in this project, please select ornaments from 

our Giving Tree found in the Gathering Space of church.  Shop for the gift 
requested on the ornament, attach the ornament to the wrapped package, and 
return to church at masses the weekend of December 14th and 15th.   
 

Some of the ornaments have a request for a gift card.  For your convenience, a 
member of the Transformation Team will be selling Walmart and Target gift cards in 
the Gathering Space after all masses the weekend of December 7th and 8th.   
 

Thank you in advance for your continued generosity with this project. 
 

Each Ornament has a Gift Request for the Needy 
to be given to one of the following Charitable Agencies 

 

YELLOW .................. Casa Catalina – Back of the Yards Neighborhood 
 

GREEN .............................. PADS-Homeless Shelter in Marquette Park 
 

WHITE ........................................ U. S. Veterans living in Hines Hospital 
 

PINK .................................................... U. S. Veterans living in Manteno 
 

BLUE ................ St. Vincent De Paul Society of St. Symphorosa Parish 
 

Please shop for the gift requested on the ornament(s) you have taken.  Securely 
tape the gift request ornament to the gift bag or gift box in which you have placed 
your purchase. 
 

Please return all gifts to church the WEEKEND OF DECEMBER 14/15. 
 
 
 
 
 

SHOPAROO 
Shop for any product, at any store 

Snap a picture of your receipts 
Earn for your school 

 

This is the easiest fundraiser you will 
ever be a part of. Just download the 

Shoparoo app to your phone from 
the Apple or Google Store. Register 

for our school, St. Symphorosa 
Elementary School, take pictures of 

your receipts and submit. 
  

You can buy anything, anywhere, 
anytime. There are limited 

restrictions (i.e. how many grocery 
receipts uploaded in a certain 

period of time) 
 

Download, join, and help support our  
St. Symphorosa School!!!! 

THANK YOU! 
 

The St. Symphorosa 
Religious Education 
students along with their 
teachers participated in a 
special Thanksgiving 
Prayer Service this past 
Saturday, November 16th. 
This service was not only a 
way for the children to give 
thanks but they had the 

opportunity to donate to the St. Symphorosa Food Drive. Thank you to all of our 
students and their families for the support of our parish and our food drive.  
 

~Fr. Idzi 

Cub Scout Pack #4439 would like to invite you to a 
Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser. 

  

When:  Saturday, December 7, 2019 
Where:  St. Symphorosa I Hall  
 (Building behind the gym lower level) 
Time:  5pm-9pm 
Cost:  $8 all you can eat (Children under 4 Free) 



 

 

Join us for Bible Study 
every Thursday evening 

beginning at 7pm in the Parish 
Office meeting room. For more 

information please call the 
office at 773.767.1523. 

Our Sanctuary Candle burning before the Blessed 
Sacrament for the month of December is offered for the 

following intentions: 

 

For health and all the Lord’s blessings for Carol Golab 
& Matt Golab; for the repose of the soul of Greg Golab 

given by Carol Golab 

 

For the repose of the souls of Joseph & Michael Loduca  
given by Nancy Loduca 

 

For all members of the Soltys Family, Living and Deceased  
given by Cheryl Soltys 

 

May this light which reminds us of Jesus’ presence in the 
Tabernacle help welcome our prayers into His eternal 

presence. 

Feast Day Celebrated on 
December 6th. 
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E-Giving  
(Electronic Giving) 

  

One Stop. One Source.  
One Solution. 

 

After last weekend’s State of the Parish 
presentation, several parishioners 
expressed an interest in increasing their 
donation through e-giving. For those of 
you interested in increasing your 
donation, we ask that you please contact 
Nancy Markham in the parish office. 
Nancy will be happy to help you with this 
task as the platform used for e-giving 
has been updated recently and may look 
different from your initial sign on. If you 
would like to register for e-giving please 
follow the directions below.    

Since e-giving is compatible with any 
computer, smartphone or tablet, you can 
create an online account and give a 
single donation or even schedule a 
series of donations, based on your 
budget, directly from your checking 
account or by using your debit or credit 
card. 

 

Our online E-Giving URL address is: 

  

https://giving.ncsservices.org/App/
Giving/stsymphorosa 

 

Visit the above website or you can visit 
our Parish Website at 
“stsymphorosa.org” and click on the 
“Donate” tab. Please follow the 
directions online.  It’s simple! 
 

If you have any questions, please 
contact the parish office at 
773.767.1523 and we will be glad 
assist you.  



 

 

 

Sgt. Jaime A. Acosta, USMC   
Sgt. Ted Bartelmey 
CS-1 Joel Battung 

1st Sgt. Chas. Berglund, USMC 
Sgt. Naveen Bobba, USMC 

Sgt. Arthur A. Boruch, National Guard 
Hospitalman Blythe A. Cisneros, USN 

Airman Carlos Cisneros, USAF   
Sgt. Frank Cisneros, USMC 

Corpsman Nicholas J. Cundari-USN  
Captain Kevin Dobbyn, US Army 
Sgt. John Flores, IL National Guard 

Staff Sgt. Andrew Gaca, USAF 

Sgt. Michael Hough, US Army 
Anthony Johaniewicz, US Navy 
Corporal Noah M Konie, USMC  
Lance Corp. Tim Lisenko, USMC  

Trevor Lutz, US Army  
Corporal Zachary Maderak, USMC   
Private Joseph M. Mikutis, USMC 

Pvt1st Class Daniel Morales, US Army  
SPC Alex Ramos 

Staff Sgt. Abel Sandoval, USMC 
WO-1 Richard Sobeske, US Army 

Sgt. 1st Class Kristina Stuhlmacher 
1LT Zachary White, IL Army NG 

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS 

New Parishioners:   Welcome to our Parish!   We are so 
happy to have you join us.    
  

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:  Please 
contact our Parish Office to make arrangements.  
 

Sacrament of Baptism:  Second & Fourth Sunday at 
1:00pm in Church. Parent Preparation Session: First 
Thursday of every other Month at 6:00pm. Please 
contact Maggie in our Parish Office for assistance. 
    

Marriages: Arrangements must be made at least 6 
months prior to the proposed date of your wedding.  
Please contact Maggie in our Parish Office for 
assistance. PAGE   6 

Ignatius Battiato 
Mary Bieser 

Dorothy Bogumil 
Fr. Ted Bojczuk 
Pat Carmody 

Michael Clifford 
Florence Comiso 

Norma De Stefano 
Chris Doherty 
Juan Figueroa 
Carol Golab 
Carol Gress 

Suzann Gunter 
Kathy Haars 
Megan High 
Dawn Hoyt 

Heather Hradek 
Denise M. Jandura 

Rich S. Jandura 
Joan Juris 

Lee Karpinski 
Dennis Kline 

Walter Kokoszka, Sr. 
Claudia Kwilosz 
Norman Kwilosz 

James Lapsansky 
Donna Lauritzen 

Domenico Lepore 
Debbie Lipien 
John Martini 
Lou Mackey 

Kathleen McAuliffe 
Thomas Minnich 

Christine Mosqueda 
Genevieve Nagle 

Florence Panzarella 
Baby Alexander J Pentz 

Gi Gi Picciolini 
Marie Pratt 

Ann Robertson 
Edward Robertson 

Fr. John Rudnik 
Joseph Rudnik 

Gloria Schillings 
Coltyn Schmidt 
Kristyn Schmidt 
Joseph Serpico 

Chalida Svatisalee 
Terry Styka 
Mary Thorpe 

George Trendle 
Barb Ziegler 

Michelle 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Saturday, November 30, 2019 
 Saint Andrew, Apostle 
5:00pm †Brian Michael Thomas (Markham Family) 
 †Encarnacion Villarreal (Daughter & Grandsons) 
 †Janet & Steve Molnar (Hohm Family) 
 †Ronald Schultz (St. Symphorosa Super Club)  
 

Sunday, December 1, 2019  
7:30am †Carmen Ramirez (Barb Grzenia) 
 †Janet & Steve Molnar (Hohm Family) 
 †Gerald & Jeanette Sullivan (Family) 
9:30am †Alice Kouba (Family) 
 †James Thorpe (Family) 
 †George “Al” Heinz (Family) 
 †Nancy Webb (Kolasinski Family) 
 †Manuel Avila on the First Anniversary of his passing  
  (Family) 
 †Alberta Kwiatkowski (St. Symphorosa Super Club) 
 †John & Maria Kobylak (Jablonski Family) 
11:30am †Antoinette Kloppman (Bob & Karen Mrozek) 
 

Monday, December 2, 2019 
8:00am †Kathy Arvetis (Husband) 
 

Tuesday, December 3, 2019 
 Saint Francis Xavier, Priest 
8:00am †Chuck DeLauriea (Betty Magda) 
 †Mike Wodke (Bernadette & Monica Wodke) 
 

Wednesday, December 4, 2019 
 Saint John Damascene, Priest 
8:00am  †John Neumann, Jr. (Wife) 
 †Robert Neumann (Mother) 
 

Thursday, December 5, 2019 
8:00am  †Alberta Kwiatkowski (Arlene Scaletta)  
 

Friday, December 6, 2019 
 Saint Nicholas, Bishop 
8:00am †Michael & James Gurgone (Family) 
 

Saturday, December 7, 2019 
 Saint Ambrose, Bishop 
8:00am For all Parishioners, Living & Deceased (45) 
5:00pm †Nick Bouzious (Janina) 
 †James Suchy (John Buda) 
 †Janet & Steve Molnar (Hohm Family) 
 

Sunday, December 8, 2019  
7:30am †Claude Wiatrak (Wife-Clara) 
 †Janet & Steve Molnar (Hohm Family) 
 †Waltar Marciniak (Family) 
 †Ray Oracki (Barb Grzenia) 
9:30am †Adalbert Kouba (Father-George Kouba) 
 †Margaret Pratl (Gerald Sears Family) 
 †Antoinette Kloppman (Kolasinski Family) 
11:30am †Colette Nowakowski (Silva Family) 

There is an Advent spirit in the heart of every human person. It is one of longing, 
of yearning for a fulfillment that somehow lies beyond ourselves; for we long for 

the coming of the Lord. 
 

As you put your gift in the St. Vincent de Paul poor box, your heart 
will discover the true meaning of Christmas as you help those who are suffering and 

poor to long for the coming of the Lord. 
 

 St. Vincent de Paul phone number: (773) 682-3342 

There are in the end three things that last: 
Faith, Hope, and Love, and the greatest of 

these is LOVE. 

Due to privacy laws, names may only be added to our prayer list by immediate family.  
Please let us know when to remove a name. 


