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Fr. Bob's

Weekly Blog

Freedom is on our minds this week.

Certainly, it’s on the minds of United
States citizens as we celebrate Inde-
pendence Day (July 4™), but it is also
on our minds as Christian disciples
as we hear our second reading from
Galatians.

St. Paul wrote, “For freedom Christ
set us free; so stand firm and do not
submit again to the yoke of slavery.”

The word freedom gets tossed about
loosely these days. Far too many
folks interpret freedom to mean we
are free to do whatever we want. We
will not be told “No!” by anyone. In
reality, that is NOT freedom. Doing
whatever one wants to do is called
license.

Freedom means we use the gift of
freewill (the ability to make choices)
to do what we OUGHT to do, and
SHOULD do. Freedom comes with
responsibility.

Our current American culture is rife
with people who interpret freedom as
license. “It’s my life. I can do what-
ever | want to do.” That’s the indi-
vidualist motto. Initially, it might
seem like freedom to live this way,
but eventually we realize we are en-
slaved to the things of the world.

Jesus invites us into authentic free-
dom. Our freedom as followers of
Christ means we ought to do this,
and should do that. Yes, we still have
freewill, but the Lord is inviting us to
use our freewill to choose his way,
his truth, and his life. Love never
involves coercion. God always
leaves the door open for us to reject
his love and his truth.

John Paul II wrote, “Freedom consists
not in doing what we like, but in hav-
ing the right to do what we ought.”

Every single day — from the moment
we wake up until we rest our head
again upon the pillow — we make a
whole series of choices. Every choice
leads us either closer to God and
closer to our fellow man, or it leads us
away from God and away from our
fellow man. Having a structured
prayer life helps us in our decision
making. The Holy Spirit is a major
player when it comes to choosing
THIS or to choosing THAT. Invite the
Holy Spirit into your decision making.

Surrendering our lives to the Lord
does not lead to enslavement. In real-
ity, it leads us more and more to au-
thentic freedom. Talk to someone who
has struggled with addiction and is
now in recovery. Ask them how “free”
they became in their addiction. They
will honestly admit they had lost their
freedom. License had led to slavery.

Just as we honor those who give their
lives in the quest for freedom, so too
we as Christians honor Christ who
took our sins to the cross on Calvary
and shed His blood to set us free; why
would we want to go back into en-
slavement when we have the Truth
who sets us free?

Adam’s Farewell Reception

In the not too distant future, we will be
saying “So long, and best wishes” to
Adam Chlebek, our organist for the
past two years. This is certainly bitter-
sweet. Adam has become such a main-
stay here at St. Rene, and we will be
sad to see him off.

But, he is going off to college, which
is a good thing. Adam has amazing
musical talent. The Lord has blessed
him with amazing aptitude, but Adam
has also worked very hard to put that
innate talent to good use.

We are going to have to adjust in his
absence. Our ears have become very
accustomed to his style of play.

As we send him off, however, we do
want to celebrate. We will have a
“Thank you, Adam” reception in
mid-August in the narthex. The spe-
cific date and time is to be deter-
mined, but we are looking for volun-
teers to bring in food items, baked
goods, drinks, etc., for this reception.
This will likely be after the 11:30am.
Mass.

Please consider helping out for this
occasion. It’s a way to say “thank
you,” for all Adam has done for us
these past couple years.

Quote of the Week

“I recommend that the Statue
of Liberty on the East Coast be
supplemented by a Statue of
Responsibility on the West
Coast.” — Viktor Frankl

Mass on
Thurs., July 4th,
will be celebrated
at 9:00am.
The Parish Office
will be closed!
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Baseball, hot dogs, and dare we say, apple pie!
Just some of the American traditions we love
about Independence Day, celebrated in grand
style across America on July 4.

Yes, we all know the date. But what actually
took place on that iconic day back in 17767
Well, historians will remind you that the actual
“legal” separation from Great Britain occurred
48 hours earlier. (Second of July, anyone?)

If you must know — The Fourth is the day Con-
gress finalized a fine little piece of writing we
like to call the Declaration of Independence.
(Does “all men are created equal” ring a bell?)

Thus, it’s the date on the actual document and
the reason we wait two extra days for picnics,
barbecues, and fireworks. Happy Fourth!

What’s it Mean?
Catholic Vocabulary

Transubstantiation

The teaching of the Church which signifies the conver-
sion or complete change of the substance of bread and
wine into the substance of Christ’s Body and Blood,
which occurs through the actions of a validly ordained
priest during the Eucharistic Prayer at Mass, with the re-
sult that only the accidents or appearances of bread and
wine remain. These accidents do not inhere in any sub-
stance whatever, but are sustained in a miraculous way.

Saint Thomas

We feel great kinship for the apos-
tle Thomas because, like him, most
of us curiously combine faith and
doubt. We sometimes share the
enthusiasm St. Thomas expressed
when upon Lazarus’s death Jesus
decided to go to Bethany. “Let’s
g0 t00,” Thomas said to the other
disciples,“that we may die with
him” (see John 11:16). But also
like him we sometimes wonder
where Jesus is headed and where he is taking us (see John
14:5).

However, we are most like Thomas because doubts occa-
sionally rattle our brains and cloud our souls. So we all re-
late to the story of doubting Thomas (see John 20:25-29).
Thomas was absent the first time Jesus appeared after his
resurrection. The apostle swore he would not believe,
“Unless I see in his hands the print of the nails, and place my
finger in the mark of the nails and place my hand in his

side” (v. 25RSV ). Eight days later Jesus appeared again and
told Thomas to touch his wounds. “My Lord, and my God,”
Thomas exclaimed, recovering his faith (v. 28).

Some early Christian writers criticized Thomas’s faithless
behavior. But others praised him for helping us cure our
doubts, as Gregory the Great does in this homily:

... For the faithlessness of Thomas aids us in our belief
more than does the faith of the disciples who believed. When
he is brought to believe by feeling with his own hand, every
doubt having been removed, our own mind is confirmed in
faith. . . .The divinity cannot be seen by any mortal man. So
Thomas saw man and confessed him to be God, saying, “My
Lord, and my God.” On seeing, then, he believed, and pro-
claimed him to be God whom he could not see.

Then Jesus spoke these words that give us much joy:
“Blessed are they who have not seen and yet have be-
lieved” (see John 20:29). This sentence undoubtedly signi-
fies to us who hold in our minds him whom we have not
seen in the flesh. But we are signified only if we follow up
our faith by works. For he really believes who carries out in
deed what he believes.

We do not know for sure where Thomas conducted his mis-
sionary activity after Pentecost. Some claim he evangelized
among the Parthians. But a stronger tradition says he carried
the gospel to India. He is supposed to have recruited the
Christians of Malabar and died a martyr by the spear at My-
lapore, near Madras. An ancient stone cross there marks the
place where his remains lay buried until they were removed
to Edessa in 394.

Feast Day—July 3.
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In the wake of the horror of 9/11, many of us were shaken
up a bit.

We sat numb watching our TV screens. We called rela-
tives and friends and reminded them we loved them.
Tragedy on the scale of Sept. 11, 2001 has a way of
bringing things back into perspective; the things that
really matter in the end.

One of the ways in which some people dealt with all this
was by availing themselves of the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation. Confession lines grew long in the weeks and
months following 9/11. Mass attendance went up. God
became important in the face of our human mortality.

How easy it is to lose sight of God in comfortable times.
When we study the God’s chosen people — the Israelites —
we see a common thread. When the people directed their
minds and hearts toward God, they flourished. Times
Were prosperous.

However, in their comfort, they would begin to turn to-
ward false idols. They would lose sight of the true God,
and begin to bow down toward man-made gods. Then
things would go south. They would suffer as a people;
often being taken into captivity by invaders.

We are meant to learn from history. And as Christian dis-
ciples we are meant to learn from the history of the people
of Israel; a people from whom Jesus himself emerged.

Our Catholic Faith
By Fr. Bob Regan

What has to happen to many people to awake from their
spiritual slumber? We hope it need not be a national or
international tragedy. Our hope is that people recognize
within themselves a desire for the transcendent — that
which is beyond humanity and the natural world.

Sadly this desire for the transcendent gets obscured when
we live within too much comfort. Pretty soon we say
things like, “I don’t need anyone.” Or, “I’ve got every-
thing I need right here and right now.”

Then along comes failing health. Or a job loss. Or stock
market crash. Or world wars. Or the death of a loved one.
And we are left reeling in despair. Our entertainment cul-
ture and our technological gadgets can’t fill the empti-
ness. It is then that some folks finally find themselves
humbled and on their knees ... “Please, God.” Maybe
you’ve been there. I certainly have.

Interesting how God can take what appears to be evil acts
and transforms them. That’s exactly what God did over
2,000 years ago when human beings rejected God in hu-
man flesh, and had him hanged from a cross. We killed
God, and God redeemed the humanity that crucified him.

That’s how far authentic love goes in search of the be-
loved; in search of YOU.

God doesn’t need us. That’s a fact. God desires us.
We, however, need God. We always have.

A Pravyer for “Renew My Church”

Lord Jesus, you speak to us today, to hear you clearly
as you spoke to holy men and women

who have gone before us.

In every age and in our own time,

you call to us and say: Renew My Church.
Pour out the gift of your Holy Spirit upon us,

and so enable us

to listen to each other attentively

to imagine our future boldly

to discern your direction wisely

to persevere in your holy will courageously
to stay together in charity

to surrender our own plans readily

to embrace the greater good

to hand on your gifts to future generations.

May we remain in the holy company of

the Blessed Virgin Mary, the apostles and all
the saints.

May their example and presence

inspire us with patient confidence

in the work of your grace.

We ask this of you who live and reign

with the Father

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever. Amen
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Faith Formation Office
(773) 229-8523

Coordinator:
Peg Siebenaler

Email: strenefaithformation@gmail.com

HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY!!

“WHO, ME?”

As we prepare for another year of
faith formation, we again invite more
., of our parishioners to the Ministry of
Catechiist. We are NOT looking for
. scripture scholars or dogmatic, ex-

) » perts — just ordinary Catholics who
Y@§9 Youl love God, Jesus, and the Church so

I much that they want to share their faith with others.

' In the spirit of good stewardship, please consider the

I m|n|stry of Catechist...faith sharer. Help deepen the

| relationship our children have with Jesus by sharing your
. strong faith with them.

If your response to this invitation is “Who, me?”,
Our response is...“Sure, why not?” —

We’re not asking, Jesus is!”’

2019-2020
Registration Information

Registration materials for the
2019-2020 Faith Formation
classes are now available in the
Narthex, or you may stop into
the parish office to register.

_/
Fo

Both new and returning families need to register for next
year. For 2019-2020, we will continue to offer Faith For-
mation sessions, for grades |- 8, on Wednesday evenings,
from 6:00 — 7:30pm. Classes begin after Labor Day and
end in May.

Please call Peggy, in the Faith Formation Office at (773)
229-8523 with any questions. We are grateful for your
support.

Slow Dance

Have you ever watched kids on a merry-go-round?
Or listened to the rain slapping on the ground?

Ever followed a butterfly’s erratic flight?
Or gazed at the sun into the fading night?

You better slow down.
Don’t dance so fast.
Time is short.

The music won'’t last.

Do you run through each day on the fly?

MY?

When you ask “how are you?” do you hear the

reply?
When the day is done, do you lie in your

bed,

with the next hundred chores running through your

head?

You’d better slow down.
Don’t dance so fast.
Time is short.

The music won’t last.

by
rig

Ever told your child, we’ll do it tomorrow?

And in your haste, not see his sorrow?

Ever lost touch, let a good friendship die...
cause you never had time to call and say “Hi”?

You’d better slow down,
Don’t dance so fast.
Time is short.

The music won’t last.

When you run so fast to get somewhere,

You miss half the fun of getting there.

When you worry and hurry through your day,

it is like an unopened gift thrown away.

Life is not a race.

Do take it slower.
Hear the music,

before the song is over.
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|Mass Infentions®™ ~

FOR THE WEEK €

Saturday, June 29, 2019
4:00pm—Mary Keane (Lock Family)

Sunday, June 30, 2019
7:30am—Albert Mazzone (Family)

9:30am—Edward Surges (Family
11:30am—Donald Campbell (Rayas Family)

Monday, July 1, 2019
8:00am—Nellie Shaughnessy (Family)

Tuesday, July 2, 2019

8:00am—Joseph Lesker (Diane Biondo)
8:00am—Altar & Rosary Members (A & R Society)

Wednesday, July 3, 2019
8:00am—Anthony, Josephine & Laura Pelegrino (Family)

Thursday, July 4, 2019

9:00am—Rak & Sutkowski Family (Sutkowski Family)
9:00am—Sgt. Omar Saucedo (Mother)

Friday, July 5, 2019
8:00am—Agnes Kozicki (Family)

Saturday, July 6, 2019
8:00am—Louis Rapacz (Peg)

4:00pm—~Giloria & Raul Parra (Almendarez Family)
Sunday, July 7, 2019
7:30am—Michael Rizzo (Family)

9:30am—Mary Babich (Marie Zilka)
9:30am—Dennis Berg (Castellano & Niec Families)

11:30am—James G. Uher (Family)

~SYPRAY

FOR THE SICK

Martin Adelsbach
Judy Adelsbach
Larry Adkins
Guadalupe Almendarez
Anthony Barone
Carl Bell
Joanne Bukowiecki
Gina Camp
Dominic Ciampaglia
Margaret Ciampaglia

Mitchell Gallas
Geri Gestaut
Robert Hilbruner
Rose Ann Lindsay
Lori McCarthy
Kenneth Milewski
William Nita
Rochelle Piegari
Joseph Rice
Edward Robertson
Judith Siwek
Barb Stoyak
Mike Tallon
Sandra Tallon
Scott Tloczek
Shirley Tloczek
Joan Wilhelmy

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands, protect
them as they protect us. Bless them and their families
for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of

need. We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord.

E-7 Chief Mark Porcelli

June 22/23, 2019 Offering

Total envelopes $3,058.00
Total loose cash $ 765.00
Total Sunday Giving $3,823.00
Easter 2019 Collection $13,981.00

Thank you for your generosity!

St. Rene Devotional Candle

TAT—Maxine Carey
Michael Glaubke—Special Intention
John Glaubke—Special Intention
Marty Anderson, Jr.—Special Intention
Lorraine Nowak—Special Intention
Pat Sheeran—Special Intention
John LeCompte—Special Intention
Mary Ellen Kaczmar—Special Intention
James Murphy—Health Intention
Cheryl Murphy—Health Intention
In Loving Memory of James & Loretta Haresek
& Daughter Anastasia

On a thundering rainy day, Mom went to pick up her
six year old son from school thinking that he will
fear the lightning. But she found him smiling at the
sky for every lightning strike. She asks, “Why are

you smiling?”

Son: “God is taking my pictures & I need to look

good.”

Life is simple—we complicate it.

&
/8

Altar & Rosary Society Cleaning Schedule
July 5/6 - Marie Zilka
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Parish Staff
Rev. Bob Regan
Pastor

Rev. Peter Paurazas
Pastor Emeritus

Karen Hoogland
Businesss Manager

Peg Siebenaler
Faith Formation

Irene Perconti
Administrative Assistant

Adam Chlebek
Organist

Joanne Tishka
Bulletin Coordinator

Stanley Silacz
Maintenance Supervisor

Daily Masses
Monday - Saturday at 8:00am

Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday at 4:00pm
(Confessions from 3:15 - 3:45pm)

Sunday
7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Saturday
9:00am - 3:00pm

Parish Office
6949 West 63rd Place
Phone (773) 229-8523

Email
office@strenegoupil.org

Website
www.strenegoupil.org

Baptism pﬁ:“'* ¥
First Sunday of the month or during =
weekend Mass. Parent preparation class Vgl

required. Contact the Parish Office at
(773) 229-8523 to register.

Marriage

Saturday afternoons at 12:30pm or
2:00pm. Please call Fr. Bob at least 6
months in advance to make arrange-
ments.

Reconciliation/Confession
Saturdays from 3:15—3:45pm or in the Parish Office by appointment.

Anointing of the Sick

Please call the Parish Office at (773) 229-8523 for a family member who is
seriously ill.

Communion for the Sick and Homebound

Ministers of Care are available to bring Communion to the homebound. Please
call the Parish Office to make arrangements.

Due to privacy regulations, hospitals can no longer contact the parish without
family consent. Please contact the Parish Office when you or a loved one would
like a visit or to be added to the prayer list.

Faith Formation Classes
Classes for Grades 1-8 are offered on Wednesday evenings from 6:00-7:30pm.

They will meet during the school year. Please call Peg Siebenaler in the Parish
Office with any questions.

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

This program is designed for adults who are not baptized, those who were bap-
tized into a Christian tradition other than Roman Catholic and those Catholics
who have not yet celebrated the Sacraments of First Eucharist or Confirmation.
Classes begin in September with the Sacraments being received at the Easter
Vigil. Please contact Fr. Bob for more information.

New Parishioners are always welcome at St. Rene.
Our doors and hearts are open to you.
Please stop in the office to join our Parish family.

Mass 4:00PM 7:30AM 9:30AM 11:30AM
July 6, 2019 July 7, 2019 July 7, 2019 July 7, 2019
Diane Biondo Jack Kenney Teena Smith Carole Dill
Frank Zalewski Amy Shanahan Kay Marks Mark Dill
) Dan Bartusiak Alice Shaer Jack Orsi John Strompolis
w Linda Dobias Mary Sarlitto Joan Orsi Ben Shafer
G Nancy Gunnell Marie Zilka Charlie Murphy
-9 | | |
[LEC OREJ] Jeannine Lascola Amy Shanahan Barb Grzenia Cathy Kordelewski
=
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Burial & Cremation Service & Resource Center
7300 W. Archer Ave., Summit
12401 S. Archer Rd., Lemont

(708) 458-0208
Sharon & Andy Jeninga

Rich Madej

“Our 39th Year” Since 1975
MARY ANN DYBALA

Your First Choice Realtor

(o]
ﬂ@ Call For FREE Market Analysis

REALTY 6165 S. Archer Ave. 582-9300

GEORGE’S

PLUMBING & SEWER
Flood Control Specialists
All Types of Plumhing Repairs

 Bathroom Installations * Sump Pumps
*Toilets, Tubs, Sinks, Faucets
* Sewers Inspected by camera
* Foundation Leaks Repaired
* Battery Backup Systems
Quality Work - Reasonable Prlces

(773) 585-1893 Lic soss100666

Dental
Center

e 4B

3.435.9933
er Ave., Chicago

DentalChicago.com

ONEb)PARISH

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your

|FDIC

LOOMIS FEDERAL SAVINGS

AND LOAN ASSOCIATION

6350 West 63rd Street, Chicago, IL 60638
(773) 586-6900

Member

=

EGUAL HOUSING

The Most Complete
FINDaPARISH.com

Online National
Check It Out Today!

Directory of
Catholic Parishes

Catholic Community
with OneParish!

i (s

Download Our Free App or Visit
MY.ONEPARISH.COM

” RIDGE FUNERAL HOME Y
& CREMATION SERVICES

EDWARD A. TYLKA
DIRECTOR/MANAGER  SPECIAL DISCOUNT

ICO

real estate

ACE 6625 W. Archer Ave.
PLUMBING 773-788-2629
& SEWER | call Me For Free Current Market

Emergency Service Analysis or a free list of homes!

Licensed e Bond e Insured
Lic. #SL39 Free Estimate
Senior Citizen Discount
Member Better Business Bureau
5801 S. McVicker

(773) 581-8310
Serving Your
Community Since 1975
Thank You For
Your Patronage!

THREE
SONS
PANCAKE

HOUSE
FAMILY RESTAURANT
6200 S. ARCHER |l cyjcago, 1L 60538-5000
773.585.2767 | pys773586 1500 Fax 773 435 6539

MICHAEL A. SUTKOWSKI

ATTORNEY AT LAW, st. Rene Alum

 Wills e Power of Attorney
/\ /\ « Traffic Violations * Personal Injury
wilw

or Sally, coordinators
an Official Travel

CST 2117990-70
www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com

» nd d cost of material

STATE FARM

Thomas P Murphy, Agent
6247 W 63rd Street

INSURANCE

e Civil Suits * Real Estate
Parishioner Discount  Will Come To Your Home

847.910.8004

America’s Catholic

819950 St Rene Goupil Church

ol EAMILY RESTAURANT

25 YEARS OF SERVICE TO PARISHIONERS
TO YOUR COMMUNITY FOR PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
Mowimy Po Polsku

Palermo’s

1$2.50 OFF LARGE Pizza!

1
! $10 Off Catering order of $100 or More !

: not valid w/other offers

773.586.7900 ,

\\ 6620 W. ARCHER AVE.

Best Homemade

Soup in Chicago

Open 7 Days
at7 AM

BREAKFAST
LUNCH * DINNER

773.229.9208
6435 W. ARCHER

DEM
Pl.lll\g

1S
N

PLACHES 3 PEARS

Ask for a
PARISHIONER

. DISCOUNT
Lic# 102246

860.399.1785 Agency o Apostiship |

Offer expires 9/30/19. i

demmisplumbing@yahoo.com

+ LeafGuard®

is guaranteed

never to clog or

we'll clean it for
%

Receive a $50 Restaurant.com
Gift Card with FREE in-home esnmate'

- Seamless, one- piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris

- Eliminates the risk of falling offa ladder to
clean clogﬁled gutters

+ Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

r your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

Call t fol
CALL NOW 708-462-6373

Guaran\eed er‘l fo cl ifur as
W A YOur gliters or lee.

LéarGuard=

Get it. And forget it.®

catholicmati
lllinoIs

773.380.1900='SEE

3751 W. 63 St.

ANCED

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

Sales - Service - Installation
Insured, Licensed, Bonded
* Furnaces ® Air Conditioners
* Boilers ¢ Humidifiers

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

708.485.7827

www.4AdvancedHVAC.com

HERITAGE
ROOFING

FuLy
INSURED

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal

An ideal companion
for personal prayer.

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.

Quality Work — Reasonable Prices

‘ WORLD mewumcmonsl

773.259.7869

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

800-566-6150 * www.wlpmusic.com

Pick Up or DeLivery CouPon - -
1

1$3.50 OFF X-LG Pizza |

773.585.5002

CatholicMatch. com/ myIL

R- Di oggio & Sam

PLUMBING
(773) 436-8889 & SEWER CO.
LIC#13458

Parishioner Discount

Talk Radio Network

www.jspaluch.com

< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Thank Yo

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

ED THE PLUMBER

Best Work « Best Rate

We Do All Our Own Work
Lic# 055-026066

773-471-1444

ED THE CARPENTER

Satisfaction Guaranteed As

$$ Parishioner Discount $$

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170
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