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meet the Lord. He gives us the Eu-
charist as a regular sign of His love, 
but the day will come when we meet 
Love face-to-face. 
 

Don’t be in a hurry, but stay awake 
and prepare your hearts, patiently. 
 

Taize on Thursday 
 

Please join us for an hour (or so) of 
prayer, song, and quiet reflection on 
this Thursday. Our music director 
Steve Kittler has been preparing for 
us an evening that can help us grow 
closer to God and to one another. 
 

This is a wonderful opportunity out-
side the context of Holy Mass, to be 
with each other in community as we 
lift our minds and hearts in prayer. 
The Taize service begins at 7 PM in 
the main church here at St. Rene.  
 

If the ways of the world (especially 
our toxic politics) have aided your 
loss of peace, then this evening can 
help us re-center our hearts on, not 
only what is important, but also on 
WHO is important (Christ).  
 

Please read OCF 
 

Take time this weekend to read the 
Our Catholic Faith section in this 
bulletin. We want to address where 
we currently are in the Renew My 
Church process that involves St. 
Rene Parish and St. Symphorosa 
Parish. Thank you! 
 

Quote of the Week: “When you 
are excited to impatience, think 
for a moment how much more 

reason God has to be angry 
with you, than you can have for 
anger against any human being; 
and yet how constant is His pa-

tience and forbearance.”  
– St. Elizabeth Ann Seton. 

Avoid clichés. That was the advice 
pounded into our little journalist-
wannabe heads during my college 
days. Cliches were considered, well, 
cliché. 
 

What’s a cliché? A cliché is a phrase 
or opinion that is overused and be-
trays a lack of original thought. 
Heck, sometimes a cliché is the per-
fect expression of a truth. 
 

With all that in mind, here we go … 
PATIENCE IS A VIRTUE (stop, 
call the journalism police). 
 

Our second reading this weekend 
says, “Be patient, brothers and sis-
ters, until the coming of the Lord.”  
 

How patient are we today? As a con-
fessor, I’d need a calculator to count 
how many times a penitent confesses 
lack of patience. I myself raise a 
guilty hand at how impatient I can 
become standing in line at 
Walgreen’s as Gertrude searches 
through her purse for the coupon she 
insists is in there … somewhere. 
 

How wonderfully the Letter of James 
uses the analogy of a farmer patient-
ly planting seed and waiting for the 
harvest to grow. You can’t rush 
Mother Nature; nor can we rush God. 
Above my desk in the rectory rests a 
marble signpost that reads, “GOD 
HAS A PLAN.” 
 

There are days I need to look at that 
phrase and be reminded of this eter-
nal truth. How quickly we can lose 
patience with ourselves and with 
other people. We live in a society 
that increasingly wants everything 
yesterday. Fifty years ago we didn’t 
have computers on our desks, now 
we slam the desk and proceed to 
complain, “This darn thing is so slow 
today.” 

God is at work. We may not always think 
this is so, but it’s true. And get this; God 
is at work ON YOU. The question is, 
“Are we cooperating to the best of our 
ability to allow the Potter’s hands to form 
us?” Or are we still fighting? Are we still 
rebelling?  
 

In order to be truly patient, we must trust 
in the Lord at all times. So many days it 
might seem like no one is in charge, but 
beyond the human mind to grasp divinity, 
Holy Wisdom is alive and well. Just be-
cause some of our fellow human beings 
shout “There is no God,” doesn’t mean 
there is no God. Just as us shouting “God 
exists” doesn’t make it true. God’s exist-
ence is not dependent on our belief (or our 
shouting). God either IS or IS NOT.  
 

We believe there is plenty of evidence 
that shows us the Divine, but we also have 
the truth God revealed Himself in a very 
tangible, intimate way in the Person of 
Jesus, the Christ. 
 

The author of James writes, “You too 
must be patient.” Huh? Me? Why? 
 

When I look back at my life, how appar-
ent it becomes that God was patient with 
me; and still is patient with me. He hon-
ored my free will again and again to 
choose things that ultimately were not 
good for me and my soul. There were 
gentle (and sometimes not so gentle) 
nudges to get back on the right path. 
Again and again, I’d want to do what I 
wanted to do, until the day the Lord found 
me on my knees – humiliated and hum-
bled. “Ahh, now you’re ready,” He may 
have said. “Humility I can work with.” 
 

God is so patient with us. Think about 
your own life. And yet, God never gives 
up on us. We give up on God. 
 

Allow this Advent to be a time of patient 
waiting. Yes, we are waiting for Christ-

mas, but don’t forget we’re also waiting to  
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St. Rene Advent/Christmas Schedule 
 

Advent Bible Study – Dec. 16, Dec. 23 (After morning Mass in Daily Chapel) 
 

Taize Prayer Service – Dec. 19– 7 PM 
 

*** 
 

Christmas Eve – 4 PM (Family Mass) 
 

Midnight Mass – 12 AM 
 

Christmas Day – 7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM 
 

*** 
 

Christmas Concert (English, Polish, Spanish) – Dec. 
27– 7 PM in St. Rene Main Church 
 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (Holy Day of Obligation) 
Vigil Mass, 4 PM on December 31, 2019 
Mass During the Day, 9 AM on January 1, 2020 

Joyful Noise 
 
“The Little Drummer Boy” is usually a quiet song, almost a 
chant against a simple, steady beat. 
 

The reality of a little boy with a drum? Not so much. 
 

That’s not news, but the point was driven home — pound-
ed, really — at an early Christmas gathering with my sis-
ter and her kids at my mother’s house. 
 

We watched football and ate and decorated the tree, and 
the younger kids had great fun with a game that probably 
was called “Jump on Frank.” Because really, what else do 
you do with a teenage cousin? 
 

But by far the biggest hit of the day was when the kids 
unearthed the old preschool band toy that was my sis-
ter’s, once upon a time. It has a plastic drum with a strap 
for easy carrying while you march around the house, and 
you can store the harmonica and cymbals inside. 
 

The youngest child, my 6-year-old nephew, took posses-
sion of the drum and proceeded to march from bedroom 
to living room to dining room to kitchen and back. One of 
his sisters joined in with the harmonica, Teresa grabbed 
the tambourine and then the cymbals went from child to 
child as they played hide and seek. 
 

Whoever was It would clang the cymbals every time they 
said a number as they counted — and they were counting 
to 60. Every time. 
 

It could be enough to make people sympathize with the 
Grinch and his complaints about the “noise, noise, 
NOISE, NOISE!” 
 

 

 
 
It certainly was enough for all the adults to suggest that 
someone should get a toy just like that for her kids to take 
home, since they were having so much fun with it. 
 

But that’s the point, really. All of the kids were having fun 
— even the older ones who sometimes took time away 
from the pack to play cards with the grown-ups. 
 

We are reminded on Gaudete Sunday that we are sup-
posed to rejoice. We are supposed to make a “joyful 
noise” to the Lord. We’re not supposed to sit quietly, not 
all the time. Certainly not if we’re 6 years old and there’s a 
drum handy. 
 

Even better if there are plenty of older relatives around to 
listen to it. Sometimes noise is the natural order of things. 
 

“The Little Drummer Boy,” underneath all its sentimentali-
ty, is about how giving your best — no matter how small 
that is — is all that is asked. Great gifts come in small 
packages — just like God coming in the form of a small, 
weak infant, one so vulnerable that his family had to flee 
to another country to seek safety. 
 

Family gatherings like our early Christmas show it doesn’t 
always take an expensive 
gift to make a kid happy. 
Sometime all it takes is a 
30-year-old plastic drum. 
 
 
 

Michelle Martin,  
December 20, 2018 
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“Go therefore and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded 
you; and behold, I am with you always, to the 
close of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20 

Change is about as welcome as actual coins in the new 
Illinois Tollway payment system; meaning not very wel-
come. And yet, change is a reality of life, despite our pro-
fessed aversions. 
 

A wonderful example of good change is our Lord taking 
ordinary bread and wine and miraculously changing them 
into His very own Body and Blood. An example of bad 
change was Coca Cola introducing in 1985 New Coke; 
the change was a disaster, which led to re-introducing 
Classic Coke. 
 

Why did they do that? One story said that the new formu-
la would save Coke about $50 million per year because 
they would be using less of the more expensive ingredi-
ents. Coke turned its back on the very thing that made it 
great. Three months after introducing New Coke, the 
company rolled out Coca-Cola Classic. 
 

Good lesson for us all in times of change. Never turn your 
back on what made you great; and in our case, this means 
Jesus Christ. We lose sight of Jesus, then we lose sight. 
 

This coming Wednesday (Dec. 18) a team of parishioners 
from both St. Rene Parish and St. Symphorosa Parish will 
be meeting with Renew My Church committee members 
at the Archdiocese’s Meyer Center. These parishioners 
will be presenting to the RMC committee a detailed advi-
sory recommendation concerning the future of our two 
parishes. 
 

Although we will be presenting a unified recommenda-
tion, this does NOT mean this will be the final decision 
by the Cardinal Archbishop of Chicago.  
 

The 63rd Street grouping of St. Rene/St. Symphorosa is 
recommending the following: We will form one new par-
ish that has two worship sites. The location of the new 
parish school will remain on the St. Symphorosa campus. 
Both worship sites will retain their tradition names, but 
the newly formed parish will likely have a new name. 
 

Here is a fictitious example: The new parish name could 
be Our Lady of Midway, but Mr. Jones will attend the  
4 p.m. Vigil Mass on the St. Rene Campus, while Mrs. 
Smith will attend Mass at 5:30 p.m. on the St. Sym-
phorosa campus. Again, this is purely an example to help  

explain things. There would be one pastor assigned to the 
new parish, and we would be able to combine many staff, 
ministries and resources. Yes, local decisions will need to 
be made in the wake of Cardinal Cupich’s final decision. 
 

After our Wednesday presentation and discussion, various 
members of different committees (including lay represen-
tation) will discern the best decision for our grouping. 
These members have access to a lot of information – both 
in the spiritual realm, as well as financial, school, and 
facilities. 
 

We expect the final announcement to be made the first 
week of February.  
 

In the interim, as your pastor, I encourage you to please 
pray. Pray not for the decision you personally want, but 
that the Holy Spirit truly be a part of the decision-making. 
This is Jesus’ Church, not ours. We belong to Him. We 
are the care-takers of the wounded, and if we’re being 
honest, we are the wounded also. 
 

Here is what will NEVER change; actually WHO will 
never change … Jesus! He is the Alpha and the Omega, 
the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last. He is 
the reason each of our parishes even exists in the first 
place. 
 

As was offered very early on in this discernment process -
- Honor our past. Live in the present. Prepare for the fu-
ture. 
 

The Clearing area of Chicago has 50,000 residents. Of 
that number, 20,000 identify as Catholic. That’s an amaz-
ing number, and a sign of hope and a sign of challenge. 
Recall Jesus last words before he ascended. He told his 
apostles to “Go! Make disciples.” 
 

And so we will. Never lose sight of the Who that drives 
this Mission of Salvation – Jesus! 
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St. Rene Faith Formation  

Program  

Emergency Closing Information 
 

IMPORTANT REMINDER…..in the event 

of a heavy snowfall, or inclement weather 

you can access Emergency Closing infor-

mation for our program by going to the 

St. Rene Website…..Strenegoupil.org    

(in the event of an emergency closing, 

this announcement would be the First 

Message to appear on the Web-Site at 

the top of your screen.)  

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

 

12/15:  Family Mass 9:30am - Third Sunday of Advent 
           (Pageant Practice After Mass) 
 

12/18:  No Classes Today  
 

12/22:  Family Mass 9:30am - Fourth Sunday of Advent 
           (Pageant Practice After Mass) 
 

12/24:  4:00pm Christmas Mass - Christmas Pageant 
 

12/25:  Merry Christmas! 
 
 

Christmas Break…..Classes resume January 8, 2020 

In the true spirit of Advent and Christmas, 

the St. Rene Faith Formation program will be 
remembering the less fortunate.  For our 
Advent Outreach project this year we will 

join with our fellow parishioners and bring in 
children’s Winter Wear (ex. hats, gloves, 
scarves, mittens, leg warmers, sweaters etc.)  

Our students and their families can bring their donations to 
classes up until December 18th. 
 

Thank you to all for showing concern for those in need.  

Wishing you and your dear families a Blessed Advent Season.  
 

(Since we do not have class on the Dec. 18th, donations can be 
brought to the rectory.) 

Christmas Pageant 
 

Every year we have a special Christmas Eve Children’s 
Mass at 4:00pm for the young people of our community. 
 

There is still time to become a part of the 2019 Christmas 
Pageant or Family Christmas Choir!  
 

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY….ALL ARE WELCOME!  
 

By your involvement you are helping to put Christ back 
into Christmas and make this day extra special.   
 

Practices will be held each Sunday after the 9:30am 

Mass……Meet us in church by the Piano.  

Faith Formation Office  (773) 229-8523 
 

Coordinator: Peg Siebenaler 
            

Email:  strenefaithformation@gmail.com 

Belonging Service 
 

On January 5th at the 9:30 a.m. mass, 

our Faith Formation Students in 

Level Two will be received as candi-

dates for First Eucharist.  The candi-
dates are invited to join in the Entrance Proces-

sion in which they will carry a loaf of sandwich 

bread.  The bread symbolizes Jesus, The Bread of 

Life. All the bread will be donated to our local 
food pantry.  
 

These First Eucharist candidates will receive their 

First Communion badge at this very special mass. 

 

Our Level 3 & 4 students 
 gathering around the Advent Wreath  

for classroom prayer. 
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             Saturday, December 14, 2019 
4:00pm—Exiquio Almendarez (Almendarez Family) 
4:00pm—Ted, Anne & Tom Kollock (Maxine) 
4:00pm—Beatrice Lucio (Family) 
 

             Sunday, December 15, 2019 
7:30am—Edward J. Duffy, Sr. (Family) 
7:30am—Valentine, Fred, Pat & Florence Borowski (Geri 
   Tomaselli) 
 

9:30am—Michael J. Wood (Wood Family) 
9:30am—Steven Krupowicz (Solcani Family) 
9:30am—Ann O’Neal (John & Gloria Bodoki) 
 

11:30am—Raymond Sutkowski (Marty Shandles) 
11:30am—Goluch, Ofiara & Pekala Families (Florence   
      Goluch) 
 

             Monday, December 16, 2019 
8:00am—Gene Ganta (Family) 
 

             Tuesday, December 17, 2019  
8:00am—Altar & Rosary Members (A & R Society) 
8:00am—Mary Rapacz (Family) 
 

   Wednesday, December 18, 2019 
8:00am—Anthony, Josephine & Laura Pelegrino (Family) 
 

             Thursday, December 19, 2019 
8:00am—Emil Selefski (Family) 
 

             Friday, December 20, 2019 
8:00am—Robert Traynor (Family) 
 

             Saturday, December 21, 2019 
8:00am—Mary Amarino (Family) 
 

4:00pm—Victor Lesker (Diane Biondo) 
4:00pm—MaryAnn Whitehead (Family) 
4:00pm—Michael Liberto (Friend) 
4:00pm—Herbert Sigafoose (From his Daughters) 
4:00pm—Anthony, Josephine & Laura Pelegrino (Family) 
 

             Sunday, December 22, 2019 
 

7:30am—Caterina & Gaspare Amaro (Giuseppe Amaro) 
7:30am—Daniel Rajewski (Louise Siebenaler) 
 

9:30am—Catherine Bartuch Morrell (Family) 
9:30am—Veronica Pluzycki (Dolores Pluzycki & Family) 
9:30am—Ron Mroz (John & Gloria Bodoki) 
 

11:30am—Sam Principe (Family) 

Martin Adelsbach 
Judy Adelsbach 

Larry Adkins 
Guadalupe Almendarez 

Anthony Barone 
Carl Bell 

Joanne Bukowiecki 
Gina Camp 

Dominic Ciampaglia 
Margaret Ciampaglia 

Mitchell Gallas 
Geri Gestaut 

Robert Hilbruner 
Rose Ann Lindsay 
Marge Masunas 
Lori McCarthy 

Kenneth Milewski 
William Nita 

Rochelle Piegari 
Joseph Rice 

Edward Robertson 
Judith Siwek 

Jeanne Schmitz 
Michael Tallon 
Sandra Tallon 
Scott Tloczek 

Shirley Tloczek 
Stanley Tloczek 
Joan Wilhelmy 
Richard Zaleski 

Altar & Rosary Society  
Cleaning Schedule—December 20/21 

 

Gina Fitzpatrick 

St. Rene Devotional Candle 
 

TAT—Maxine Carey 
For the Soul of Jefrrey Gerlick—Special Intentions 

For Strength & Healing for Edward Robertson—Special  
Intentions 

December 7/8, 2019 Offering 
 

   

  Total envelopes        
  Total loose cash               
  Total Sunday Giving  
 

  Retired Religious Collection 
  

 

$3,384.00 
$   979.00 
$4,363.00 
 

$   921.00 
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Mass 4:00PM 
December 21, 2019 

Nancy Gunnell 
Pat Gunnell 

Frank Zalewski 
Dan Bartusiak 
Russ Dober 

 
Jim Quintavalle 

7:30AM 
December 22, 2019 

Mary Sarlitto 
Arlene Capparelli 

Jack Kenney 
Amy Shanahan 

 
James Roche 

Fred Bartuch 
Mary Bartuch 
John Garcia 

Norine Abramovic 
Marie Zilka 

 
Jerry Hughes 

9:30AM 
December 22, 2019 

11:30AM 
December 22, 2019 

Joanne Tishka 
Mark Dill 

Carole Dill 
Charlie Murphy 
Bernard Carey 

 
Ben Shafer 

Baptism 
 

First Sunday of the month or during 
weekend Mass. Parent preparation 
class required. Contact the Parish Of-
fice at (773) 229-8523 to register. 
 

Marriage 
 

Saturday afternoons at 12:30pm or 
2:00pm. Please call Fr. Bob at least 6 
months in advance to make arrange-
ments. 
 

Reconciliation/Confession 
 

Saturdays from 3:15—3:45pm or in the Parish Office by appointment.  
 

Anointing of the Sick 
 

Please call the Parish Office at (773) 229-8523 for a family member who is  
seriously ill. 
 

Communion for the Sick and Homebound 
 

Ministers of Care are available to bring Communion to the homebound. Please 
call the Parish Office to make arrangements. 
 

Due to privacy regulations, hospitals can no longer contact the parish without 
family consent. Please contact the Parish Office when you or a loved one would 
like a visit or to be added to the prayer list. 
 

Faith Formation Classes 
 

Classes for Grades 1-8 are offered on Wednesday evenings from 6:00-7:30pm.  
 

They will meet during the school year. Please call Peg Siebenaler in the Parish 
Office with any questions. 
 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
 

This program is designed for adults who are not baptized, those who were bap-
tized into a Christian tradition other than Roman Catholic and those Catholics 
who have not yet celebrated the Sacraments of First Eucharist or Confirmation. 
Classes begin in September with the Sacraments being received at the Easter 
Vigil. Please contact Fr. Bob for more information.  
 
 

New Parishioners are always welcome at St. Rene.  
Our doors and hearts are open to you. 

Please stop in the office to join our Parish family.  

Parish Staff 
 

 

Rev. Bob Regan  
         Pastor 
 

Rev. Peter Paurazas 
         Pastor Emeritus                                              
 

Karen Hoogland  
        Businesss Manager 
 

Peg Siebenaler 
        Faith Formation 
 

Irene Perconti 
        Administrative Assistant 
 

Steve Kittler 
        Director of Music 
 

Joanne Tishka 
         Bulletin Coordinator 
 

Stanley Silacz 
         Maintenance Supervisor 

Daily Masses 
Monday - Saturday at 8:00am 

 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday at 4:00pm 

(Confessions from 3:15 - 3:45pm) 
 

Sunday 
7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Saturday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 

Parish Office 
6949 West 63rd Place 
Phone (773) 229-8523 

Email 
office@strenegoupil.org 

Website 
www.strenegoupil.org 
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