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The flame of a candle reminds us 
that Christ is the Light of the 
world. We are never in darkness 
when the light of Jesus is with us. 
 

We do ask that you offer a $2 do-
nation for each candle you light. 
This money goes toward replenish-
ing the candles on a regular basis. I 
do hope you view this as a wonder-
ful addition to our beautiful church. 
 

Thank you! Thank you! 
 

Just a personal thank you to so 
many of you who gave me Christ-
mas cards and/or a gift during the 
Christmas season. I cannot begin to 
personally send all of you thank 
you cards, so I hope this public 
thank you suffices. My heart is 
warmed by the generosity. 
 

Life as a pastor can get a little dis-
torted when the negative comments 
of the few grow louder than the 
grateful voices of the many. I’m 
sure you’ve discovered in life that 
nine people can say thank you, but 
the one person who gives you the 
cold shoulder dominates the day. 
 

One of my touchstone quotes by 
Criss Jami is, “The Devil is happy 
when the critics run you off.” 
 

Our inner peace and sanity come 
from being in relationship with the 
Lord. May this new year find each 
of us growing closer to Christ and, 
in turn, closer to one another.  
 

Favorite Quote of the Week 
“Sacred Scripture is set up as a 

kind of lantern for us in the night 
of this life.” – St. Gregory the 

Great. 

We conclude the Christmas season 
this weekend as we celebrate the 
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. 
On Monday, we enter into Ordi-
nary Time. 
 

As we witness every year, the day 
after December 25, so many folks 
are ready to move on to the next 
thing; the next holiday. The 
Church, however, asks that we 
honor the Christmas season all the 
way through the Baptism of the 
Lord. 
 

We as Christian disciples continue 
to sing Christmas hymns, even 
though our secular radio stations 
moved on from Christmas music 
on December 26th. Christmas is a 
season, not a day. 
 

Who is Jesus? This is an important 
question to ask. Core identity mat-
ters! Our readings this weekend 
help us to see that He is the Anoint-
ed One of God – the long-awaited 
Messiah. The voice of the Father 
says, “This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased.” 
 

Jesus is not just another great phi-
losopher or wise spiritual guru. He 
is the incarnate God. This is what 
makes Jesus different from Bud-
dha, or Mohammed, or Gandhi, or 
Aristotle. Jesus is fully human and 
fully divine. Jesus never said I am 
one way among many; I am one 
truth among many, I am one life 
among many. 
 

No! Jesus said, “I am THE way, 
and THE truth, and THE life.” 

 

This is why it’s important how we an-
swer the question, “Who is Jesus?” If he 
is just another purely human wise man, 
then he is not someone we’d adore as 
God. BUT!!! If he is the beloved Son of 
God the Father, then yes, at the name of 
Jesus, every knee shall bend. 
 

C. S. Lewis gives us food for thought. 
He wrote, “A man who was merely a 
man and said the sort of things Jesus 
said would not be a great moral teacher. 
He would either be a lunatic – on the 
level of a man who says he is a poached 
egg – or else he would be the Devil of 
Hell. You must make your choice. Ei-
ther this man was, and is, the Son of 
God: or else a madman or something 
worse.” 
 

Who do YOU say that Jesus is? 
 

If we answer “Son of God” then we 
must conform our lives to His way, His 
truth, and His life. Jesus becomes our 
Head and we His Body, the Church. We 
surrender to the One who died and rose 
from the dead; the One who came to die 
so that we might have life. 
 

Votive Candle Stand 
 

Thanks to the generosity of one of our 
St. Rene Parish couples, we have the 
traditional red votive candles in our 
church, just off the sanctuary and below 
the Divine Mercy picture. Everyone is 
encouraged to make use of these can-
dles.  
 

You can light a candle as you pray for a 
deceased loved one, or you can light a 
candle for someone who is sick or strug-
gling. You can light a candle even for 
yourself. Just approach the candle stand 
before or after Mass, use one of the 
wooden sticks, and light a candle. 
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We invite everyone to join us for our next  “Super 
Bingo/Raffle” on Sunday, January 19.  

 

Doors will open at 12:30pm and games will begin 
at 1:30pm. 

 

The cost is $20 per person. Tickets will be sold in 
the narthex and at the door. 

 

Please join us for a fun-filled afternoon! 

Catholic Vocabulary  
What Does it Mean?   

 

Lectern 
 

A fixed elevated platform, usually  
between the sactuary and the 
nave, used for reading Sacred 
Scripture, chanting the Exsultet, 
preaching the homily, and praying 
the General Intercessions. Its 
placement indicates the relation-

ship of the Word to the Sacrament and should allow 
the faithful to see and hear the minister easily. To be 
worthy of its function as a suitable place to an-
nounce the message of the Lord, the lectern ought 
to be carefully proportioned, constructed of fine ma-
terials, and beautifully designed. 

Mass Book Open 
 

Just a reminder that you can 

now get your Mass intentions for 

2020. Our mission is to pray for 

one another and this is your 

chance to do so. Have a mass 

said for your loved one, living or deceased. Have a 

mass said for a loved one’s birthday or anniversary. 

Have a mass said for good health or healing. A do-

nation of $10 is suggested for all mass intentions. 

Please stop in or call the Parish Office at (773) 229-

8523. 

Saint Anthony 

 
Anthony was born in 
Egypt in 250. At age 20, 
when his parents died, 
Anthony made sure his 
younger sister’s educa-
tion could be completed 
in a community of holy 
women. He then sold all 
his possessions and left 
for a life of solitude in 
the desert. There an elderly hermit taught him about 
prayer and penance. For 20 years, he lived in isola-
tion. Anthony wanted to know God deeply. He did 
penance by taking only bread and water once a day 
at sunset. The devil appeared to him in terrible 
shapes to tempt him. But Anthony had great confi-
dence in God. Anthony’s unusual life did not make 
him harsh but radiant with God’s love and compas-
sion. 

 

Stories of Anthony’s holiness spread, and people 
came to learn from him how to become holy. Some 
admirers wanted to stay, so Anthony—at age 54—
founded a type of monastery consisting of hermitag-
es near one another. Anthony wrote a rule that guid-
ed the monks. Later when Anthony heard of the per-
secutions of the Christians, he wanted to die a mar-
tyr. At 60, he left the desert to minister to the Chris-
tians in prisons, fearlessly exposing himself to dan-
ger. He came to realize that a person can die daily for 
Christ by serving him in ordinary ways with great 
love. So he returned to the desert to his life of prayer 
and penance. His life of solitude was again interrupt-
ed, however, when at age 88 he had a vision in which 
he saw the harm Arian followers were doing to the 
Church by denying the divinity of Christ. Anthony 
left for Alexandria to preach against this heresy. At 
age 90, another vision sent Anthony searching the 
desert for Saint Paul, the first hermit. These two holy 
men met and spoke of the wonders of God. Anthony 
is said to have died peacefully in a cave at age 105. 

FEAST DAY - January 17 
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“Go therefore and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded 
you; and behold, I am with you always, to the 
close of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20 

One of the most important issues in the next decade 
for the Clearing area of Chicago will be the quality 
of Catholic school education available to our fami-
lies. 
 

We want to be prepared to meet this need. The up-
coming Renew My Church decision will go a long 
way toward beginning a new reality in our neighbor-
hood. 
 

St. Rene and St. Symphorosa have presented to the 
Archdiocese of Chicago a recommendation that we 
unite as one NEW parish that will have a school as 
part of the mission. Of course, our recommendation 
is just that – a recommendation. We will know what 
the final decision is in early February. 
 

Sustaining and growing a new school reality will 
take commitment on the part of many folks, but be-
ing able to offer a quality education that includes 
faith formation is crucial at this time in our society. 
Catholic school education must go beyond reading, 
writing, and arithmetic, as important as those are. We 
must also be about forming our children in the faith, 
and that we are preparing them to succeed not only 
in the workplace, but in life. 
 

Far too often, a school experience can become only 
about report cards, progress reports and test scores.  

As Catholics, we also want to be able to say that our 
children are becoming well-formed human beings 
who respect the dignity of human life and have a 
faith that is nurtured in the classroom and at home in 
the family. 
 

We have to be able to offer parents something more 
than what the local public schools are offering. The 
City of Chicago can continue to raise taxes and build 
state of the art school buildings, but we must counter 
with exceptional relational education within the 
walls of our buildings, and an education that allows 
God into the classroom. 
 

Education has to be about more than filling the mind 
with information. We must also be about nourishing 
and nurturing the hearts of our children.  
 

Please consider supporting this new reality in the 
Clearing area. If you are searching for a school to 
send your children, please explore St. Symphorosa 
School. The principal and her staff welcome your 
interest.  
 

An Open House is scheduled for Sunday, January 25, 
2020 at the St. Symphorosa school building on Aus-
tin Avenue. The Open House begins at 12:30 and 
concludes at 2:30. Staff will be on hand to give a 
tour and answer questions.  
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Faith Formation Office                            
 (773) 229-8523 

 

            Coordinator:                                       

  Peg Siebenaler 
            

Email:  strenefaithformation@gmail.com 

2019 Christmas Pageant 
Great Families…Great Family Christmas Mass  

 

A HUGE thank you to all those who participated in our Christmas Pageant!  We are grateful to ALL who helped!  A big shout out to 
the parents who created the beautiful and authentic costumes!   
 

May our Loving God Bless All who made this event a Great success, including the many families who were present.   

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

The Level 2 Students in our Faith Formation Program, 
will celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the 
first time on Wednesday, January 15th. 
 

Please remember these young students in your prayers as they 
journey closer to Jesus in the sacrament of Reconciliation. 

Cast:   
Johnathan Hughes (Narrator); Victoria Hughes, Riley Hughes, Abbey Lopez (Choir); Isabella Escobedo 
(Mary); Diego Escobedo (Joseph); Kyle Racia, Benico Trevino, Isabelle Holguin, Natalia Holguin 
(Shepherds); Maggie Dybas (Angel Gabriel): Milani Trevino, Mia Bernal, Amelia Kelly, Sophia Hernandez, 
Kaylyn Betz, Samiya Ramirez, Serenity Ramirez (Angels); Abbie Gasteier (Star); Joaquin Trevino, Ivan Hol-
guin, and Jack Wojcik (Wisemen) 

1/15: Classes for Level 8 and Level 2 ONLY. Level 2 students receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
       1/19:  Family Mass 9:30am.                     1/22:  Classes for ALL Levels.                    1/26:  Family Mass 9:30am. 
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             Saturday, January 11, 2020 
4:00pm—Lydia Mendez (Family) 
4:00pm—Elisa Aranda (Almendarez Family) 
4:00pm—Helen Daly (Frank Zalewski) 
 

             Sunday, January 12, 2020 
7:30am—Alice Tomczak (Family) 
 

9:30am—Raymond Sutkowski (Marty Shandles) 
 

11:30am—Rita Koziol (Family)  
 

    Monday, January 13, 2020 
8:00am—Anne Marie O’Malley (Family) 

 

             Tuesday, January 14, 2020 
8:00am—Josephine Pelegrino (Family) 
 

             Wednesday, January 15, 2020 
8:00am—Arthur (AJ) Smith, Jr. (Family) 
 

             Thursday, January 16, 2020 
8:00am—Pray for all forgotten people throughout the 
   world (Pelegrino Family) 
8:00am—Jesse Parra & Fidel Martinez (Almendarez   
    Family) 
 

             Friday, January 17, 2020 
8:00am—Kathleen Denwood (Capparelli Family) 
 

             Saturday, January 18, 2020 
8:00am—Francis Calderon (Family) 
8:00am—Joe Dobias (Linda) 
 

4:00pm—Elaine Mentelevic (Ray Wagner) 
4:00pm—Geraldine Finlay (McAllister & Neligan Families) 
 

             Sunday, January 19, 2020 
7:30am—Ron Mroz (St. Rene Staff) 
7:30am—Michael Rizzo (Family) 
 

9:30am—Raymond Sutkowski (Edna Bazik) 
9:30am—Ron Mroz (Leahy Family) 
 

11:30am—Robert Traynor (Family) 
11:30am—Len & Judy Siwek (58th Wedding Anniversary) 
                 Anniversary Blessings (Siwek Family) 

 

Martin Adelsbach 
Judy Adelsbach 

Larry Adkins 
Guadalupe Almendarez 

Anthony Barone 
Carl Bell 

Joanne Bukowiecki 
Gina Camp 

Dominic Ciampaglia 
Margaret Ciampaglia 

Mitchell Gallas 
Geri Gestaut 

 
Robert Hilbruner 

Rose Ann Lindsay 
Marge Masunas 
Lori McCarthy 

Kenneth Milewski 
William Nita 

Rochelle Piegari 
Joseph Rice 

Edward Robertson 
Judith Siwek 

Jeanne Schmitz 
Michael Tallon 
Sandra Tallon 
Scott Tloczek 

Shirley Tloczek 
Joan Wilhelmy 
Richard Zaleski 

Altar & Rosary Society  
 

Cleaning Schedule—January 17/18 
 

Marie Zilka 

St. Rene Devotional Candle 
 

Thank you for saying “yes”  
special intention 

 

Special Intentions for Better Health for  
Edward Robertson 

 

Sophie & Floyd Mateja - Health & Special  
Intentions 

 

Special Intention for Jose Luis Gonzalez for a 
Speedy Recovery 

 

Special Intention for Thomas Hickey 
 

Private Special Intention 

January 4/5, 2020 Offering 
 

   

  Total envelopes        
  Total loose cash               
  Total Sunday Giving  
 

  St. Rene Maintenance Fund 
  

 

$4,467.00 
$   778.55 
$5,245.55 
 

$1,142.00 

December 28/29, 2019 Offering 
 

   

  Total envelopes        
  Total loose cash               
  Total Sunday Giving  
 

  St. Vincent de Paul Society 
  

 

$3,210.00 
$   856.00 
$4,066.00 
 

$1,391.00 
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Mass 4:00PM 
January 18, 2020 

Linda Dobias 
Russ Dober 

Diane Biondo 
Dan Bartusiak 
Nancy Gunnell 

 
Jim Quintavalle 

7:30AM 
January 19, 2020 

Arlene Capparelli 
Amy Shanahan 
James Roche 
Alice Schaer 

 
Pat O’Brien-Kenney 

Kay Marks 
Barb Grzenia 

Jack Orsi 
Joan Orsi 

Debbie Rudar 

 
Virginia Cruz 

9:30AM 
January 19, 2020 

11:30AM 
January 19, 2020 

Kathy Przekwas 
Mark Dill 

Carole Dill 
Monica Wojcik 

Julie Wojcik 

 
Cathy Kordelewski 

Baptism 
 

First Sunday of the month or during 
weekend Mass. Parent preparation 
class required. Contact the Parish Of-
fice at (773) 229-8523 to register. 
 

Marriage 
 

Saturday afternoons at 12:30pm or 
2:00pm. Please call Fr. Bob at least 6 
months in advance to make arrange-
ments. 
 

Reconciliation/Confession 
 

Saturdays from 3:15—3:45pm or in the Parish Office by appointment.  
 

Anointing of the Sick 
 

Please call the Parish Office at (773) 229-8523 for a family member who is  
seriously ill. 
 

Communion for the Sick and Homebound 
 

Ministers of Care are available to bring Communion to the homebound. Please 
call the Parish Office to make arrangements. 
 

Due to privacy regulations, hospitals can no longer contact the parish without 
family consent. Please contact the Parish Office when you or a loved one would 
like a visit or to be added to the prayer list. 
 

Faith Formation Classes 
 

Classes for Grades 1-8 are offered on Wednesday evenings from 6:00-7:30pm.  
 

They will meet during the school year. Please call Peg Siebenaler in the Parish 
Office with any questions. 
 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
 

This program is designed for adults who are not baptized, those who were bap-
tized into a Christian tradition other than Roman Catholic and those Catholics 
who have not yet celebrated the Sacraments of First Eucharist or Confirmation. 
Classes begin in September with the Sacraments being received at the Easter 
Vigil. Please contact Fr. Bob for more information.  
 
 

New Parishioners are always welcome at St. Rene.  
Our doors and hearts are open to you. 

Please stop in the office to join our Parish family.  

Parish Staff 
 

 

Rev. Bob Regan  
         Pastor 
 

Rev. Peter Paurazas 
         Pastor Emeritus                                              
 

Karen Hoogland  
        Businesss Manager 
 

Peg Siebenaler 
        Faith Formation 
 

Irene Perconti 
        Administrative Assistant 
 

Steve Kittler 
        Director of Music 
 

Joanne Tishka 
         Bulletin Coordinator 
 

Stanley Silacz 
         Maintenance Supervisor 

Daily Masses 
Monday - Saturday at 8:00am 

 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday at 4:00pm 

(Confessions from 3:15 - 3:45pm) 
 

Sunday 
7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Saturday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 

Parish Office 
6949 West 63rd Place 
Phone (773) 229-8523 

Email 
office@strenegoupil.org 

Website 
www.strenegoupil.org 



Burial & Cremation Service & Resource Center
7300 W. Archer Ave., Summit
12401 S. Archer Rd., Lemont

(708) 458-0208
Sharon & Andy Jeninga

Rich Madej

“Our 39th Year” Since 1975
MARY ANN DYBALA

Your First Choice Realtor
Call For FREE  Market Analysis

6165 S. Archer Ave. 582-9300REALTY

ACE
PLUMBING
& SEWER

Emergency Service
Licensed • Bond • Insured

Lic. #SL39           Free Estimate
Senior Citizen Discount

Member Better Business Bureau
5801 S. McVicker     
(773) 581-8310

Serving Your 
Community Since 1975

Thank You For 
Your Patronage!

THREE
SONS

PANCAKE
HOUSE

FAMILY RESTAURANT
6200 S. ARCHER 

773.585.2767

Open 7 Days6am to 3pm

MICHAEL A. SUTKOWSKI
ATTORNEY AT LAW, St. Rene Alum

• Wills • Power of Attorney
• Traffic Violations • Personal Injury

• Civil Suits • Real Estate
Parishioner Discount     Will Come To Your Home

847.910.8004

819950 St Rene Goupil Church

Brian Schultz

6625 W. Archer Ave.
773-788-2629

Call Me For Free Current Market
Analysis or a free list of homes!

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters! • LeafGuard® 
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for 
FREE*

• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters

• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Lowe’s Gift Card
with FREE  in-home estimate!

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will
receive a $25 gift card. Retail value $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one
per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is

valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both
cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have

a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The
following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies

or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home
consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift

may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of
equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via
first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in

conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or
promoted by Lowe’s and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. 

Expires 3/31/20.

CALL BY 12/31 TO RECEIVE
75% 50% OFF

LABOR*
*After 12/31/19 customer will be
eligible for 50% off labor. Does not

include cost of material.
Offer expires 3/31/20.

X

Thomas P Murphy, Agent
6247 W 63rd Street
Chicago, IL 60638-5009
Bus 773 586 1500   Fax 773 435 6539

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

GEORGE’S
PLUMBING & SEWER

Flood Control Specialists
All Types of Plumbing Repairs

• Bathroom Installations • Sump Pumps
• Toilets, Tubs, Sinks, Faucets
• Sewers Inspected by camera
• Foundation Leaks Repaired
• Battery Backup Systems
Quality Work - Reasonable Prices

(773) 585-1893 43 yrs. exp.
Lic #058196966

LOOMIS FEDERAL SAVINGS
AND LOAN ASSOCIATION
6350 West 63rd Street, Chicago, IL 60638

(773) 586-6900
M e m b e r

RIDGE FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATION SERVICES
EDWARD A. TYLKA
DIRECTOR/MANAGER
25 YEARS OF SERVICE
TO YOUR COMMUNITY

6620 W. ARCHER AVE. 773.586.7900

SPECIAL DISCOUNT
TO PARISHIONERS

FOR PRE-ARRANGEMENTS

Mowimy Po Polsku

10% OFF w/this ad

Best Homemade
Soup in Chicago

Open 7 Days
at 7 AM

• BREAKFAST
• LUNCH • DINNER

773.229.9208
6435 W. ARCHER

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

COMPLETE CREMATION WITH ONE DAY VISITATION

$539900 Call For Details
Direct Cremation $149500

www.ClearingFuneralHomes.com

5800 W. 63RD St. 773.284.5755

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Quality Work – Reasonable Prices

DEMMIS
PLUMBING

& SEWER
Ask for a

PARISHIONER
DISCOUNT

773.380.1900
www.demmisplumbing.com

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Lic# 102246

PLUMBING 
& SEWER

Family Owned & Operated 

24 Hr. Emergency Service

773.899.4401

Senior Discount

JTP
Lic# SL 9378

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

Sales - Service - Installation
Insured, Licensed, Bonded

• Furnaces • Air Conditioners
• Boilers • Humidifiers

708.485.7827
www.4AdvancedHVAC.com

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

ED THE PLUMBER
ED THE CARPENTER

Best Work • Best Rate
Satisfaction Guaranteed As
We Do All Our Own Work

Lic# 055-026066
$$ Parishioner Discount $$

773-471-1444


