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or while you are at Holy Mass. Per-
haps it will be during an interaction 
with a family member or friend. Or 
possibly, as you sit pondering life’s 
meaning and purpose, you remem-
ber the words of George Bailey on 
the bridge that snowy evening 
when he wondered if life was even 
worth living. 
 

“I want to live again,” he said as he 
prayed and cried. “I want to live 
again. I want to live again. Please 
God, let me live again.” 
 

That’s why the Father sent His 
Son; so that we could have life – 
life in the Spirit; and that through 
the cross of life’s hardship and the 
inevitable death of our human 
body, we too might live again.  
 

Never forget why He came to us. 
So that we could come to Him. 
 

At the conclusion of “It’s A Won-
derful Life,” George’s brother Har-
ry arrives home in a blizzard, grabs 
a drink and offers a toast, “To my 
big brother George, the richest man 
in town.” 
 

He wasn’t talking about money, but 
instead, faith, family, and friends; 
for in those we are truly rich. 
 

Merry Christmas! 

There are people who do not like 
the movie “It’s A Wonderful Life.” 
There are a few folks I know per-
sonally who actually despise Frank 
Capra’s Classic. There was a time 
their reaction troubled me. “How 
could you not like it?”  
 

Age, however, has taught me a few 
things, as has the Lord. They have 
their reasons for disliking it, and I 
have my reasons for liking it. And 
the world goes on. 
 

There is a pivotal scene in the mov-
ie involving choice. George Bai-
ley’s father has died, and soon after 
George prepares to leave town to 
travel and study. However, the 
board of directors of his dad’s 
Building & Loan Company tell him 
that they’ve chosen George to re-
place his father. 
 

George, of course, wants no part of 
it. He wants to get the heck out of 
Bedford Falls and go see the world. 
George says no, but then one of the 
directors informs him that if 
George doesn’t succeed his father, 
the board will choose to go to the 
direction of the miserly and power-
hungry Mr. Potter. 
 

The camera zooms in on the face of 
George Bailey at that moment of 
decision; the moment of choice – 
do what I want to do, or do the 
right thing? 
 

Somewhat begrudgingly, George 
does the latter. He stays home. Life 
goes on. And only after  he’s given 
a special glimpse into his own life, 
does he eventually see the gift he’s 
been given. God helped George 
(played by Jimmy Stewart) gain  

perspective on what, in the end, is truly 
most important. 
 

This weekend is the Fourth Sunday of 
Advent, and our celebration of Christ-
mas is days away. Where are you? Im-
agine a Hollywood camera zooming in 
on your face today. What would viewers 
see? Are you stressed? Are you at 
peace?  
 

The look on our face can be revealing. It 
certainly was when George Bailey real-
ized that if he did what he wanted to do, 
the town of Bedford Falls would never 
be the same; but if he did the right thing 
at the right moment, he’d affect the lives 
of many others. 
 

Christmas is one of those times of the 
year we should re-gain perspective on 
the truly important things: Faith, Family 
and Friends. We have all been given an 
amazing gift. His name is Jesus. His 
name is Emmanuel, which means God 
with us. This is the greatest gift that’s 
ever been given. The challenge for us 
this holy season is to let go of anything 
we’re grasping to that is not of God. Let 
go of any idols that have become god to 
us, and to make an intentional choice to 
give up our plans for God’s plan. 
 

The powers of the world scream to us, 
“Do your own thing.” Jesus lovingly 
summons us to use our freewill to fol-
low when He says, “Follow me!” Re-
member, God became one of us so that 
we might become more like Him. That’s 
the beauty of Christmas – the Incarna-
tion. 
 

My prayer for you all is that this Christ-
mas be filled with grace; that in some 
special way the Lord will touch your 
heart. Maybe it will be while you are 
listening to a favorite Christmas hymn,  
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We invite everyone to join us for our next   
“Super Bingo/Raffle” on Sunday, January 19.  

 

Doors will open at 12:30pm and games will  
begin at 1:30pm. 

 

The cost is $20 per person. Tickets will be sold in the 
narthex and at the door. 

Catholic Vocabulary - What Does it Mean?   
 

Reverence 
 

A mark of respect with reference to persons or objects that are especially venerable. In the Liturgy, the public cult includes 
various signs that show our adoration toward God, our veneration toward the Saints, and our deference with regard to  

ecclesiastical authority. Liturgical books prescribe a customary reverence, either the genuflection or the bow that is proper  
for the object venerated or the person reverenced. 

                    St. Rene Christmas Schedule 
 

 

Christmas Eve – 4 PM (Family Mass) 
 

Midnight Mass – 12 AM 
 

Christmas Day – 7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM 
 

*** 
 

Christmas Concert (English, Polish, Spanish) – Dec. 27– 7 PM in St. Rene 
Main Church 
 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (Holy Day of Obligation) 
Vigil Mass, 4 PM on December 31, 2019 
Mass During the Day, 9 AM on January 1, 2020 

 

Matching Gift Opportunity 

for Tax Credit  

Scholarship Donations 
 

 

Through the generous support of a group of donors, Em-

power Illinois will once again be able to offer the 2-for-1 

matching gift program for tax credit scholarship dona-

tions. These donations will apply for the next school year 

(2020/2021). All matching funding will be available for 

donations made through the Empower Illinois scholarship 

granting organization between December 1, 2019 and 

February 29, 2020. You can designate your donation to 

any of the 160 elementary schools operated by the Arch-

diocese of Chicago. 

 

Please contact St. Symphorosa School for more details. 

Happy  
 

Birthday 
  

Jesus! 
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“Go therefore and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded 
you; and behold, I am with you always, to the 
close of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20 

Every time we say the word Christmas, we proclaim 
Christ. 
 

You pass someone on the sidewalk and you wish them a 
Merry Christmas. You speak the name Christ. Of course, 
some of our secular-minded friends have tried to get 
around all this by making the phrase Happy Holidays a 
more sensitive greeting. 
 

But let’s face it, this HOLY day is about Christ. Snow-
flakes, reindeer, candy canes, and sleighs mean nothing 
on their own. At Christmas we celebrate the Nativity of 
the Lord. God – in a very concrete, intimate way, entered 
into the human condition. 
 

This long-awaited King comes to earth not amidst gold-
encrusted royalty but to a meek carpenter and young Jew-
ish girl. He arrives in a cave, surrounded by animals. His 
crib would be a manger, a place in which the animals fed. 
How soon, however, would this baby king become food 
for the spiritually hungry. 
 

The Eucharist we receive at Holy Mass is His very Body 
and Blood, Soul and Divinity. Magical? No. Mysterious? 
Yes! 
 

Please, never fall into the habit of casually approaching 
the altar of the Lord to receive your Savior. Make it a 
point to prepare your mind and heart for WHO you are 
about to receive. Maybe we struggle at times to wrap our 
human minds around so great a divine mystery, but just 
because we might not totally get it doesn’t lessen the awe-
some supernatural gift that is the Eucharist. 
 

We call it Communion for a reason; through worthy re-
ception of Christ’s Body and Blood, we draw closer to the 
Holy Trinity, and closer to one another.  
 

There is no doubt we’ve experienced a loss of reverence 
in our Church over the past six decades. Part of the reason 
is because we’ve lost a sense of the mystery and a sense 
of the transcendent. We sometimes forget that when we 
enter a church, we are stepping out of the ordinariness of 
the world into the extraordinary place where Jesus re-
sides, and where heaven and earth kiss during Holy Mass. 
 

Dip your hand into the holy water and make the sign of 
the cross when you come inside church. Genuflect toward  

the altar or tabernacle when you enter or leave the pew 
(don’t do it because it’s one of those old church rules. Do 
it out of reverence for God and reverence for yourself). 
Avoid speaking at full volume before Mass. Respect that 
others are praying. Allow yourself to enter into the mys-
tery of the Mass. Will your mind drift on occasion? Yup! 
That’s okay. Catch yourself and refocus.  
 

Participate in the dialogue of Mass. This is not meant to 
be rote recitation of memorized lines, but our full, active 
and conscious participation in divine dialogue. Let your 
“Amen” come from not only your mind but also you 
heart. 
 

Join in singing hymns. You might not know them all, but 
do your best, and when it is a hymn you love, sing it with 
all your heart. God took on human flesh. That’s worth 
singing. Jesus rose from the dead. That’s worth singing. 
 

Listen to the Word of God proclaimed in the readings and 
Psalm. God speaks to us through proclamation. Be atten-
tive to the homily. The Lord has a nugget of wisdom to 
hand you. 
 

Honestly, I cringe when I hear folks say, “I don’t get any-
thing out of Mass.” It’s such a consumerist statement. 
Holy Mass is loaded with grace, but our minds and hearts 
need to be prepared for so great a gift. Do priests and dea-
cons need to be prepared before entering the sanctuary? 
They better be. Woe to the priest who no longer desires to 
preside at Mass. 
 

The challenge to every Catholic today is that we develop 
a greater understanding and appreciation for Holy Mass. 
Everything else will flow from this Source and Summit of 
our faith. There are some very good basic books you can 
find online that help us with Mass. Treat yourself to one 
this Christmas. 
 

One day we’ll wake up and realize we no longer go to 
Mass out of obligation. Instead, we go to Holy Mass out 
of love – love for the One who became flesh, suffered, 
died and rose so that we might have life. The Lord never 
desired for Mass to be a burden; only that Mass be a pure 
gift FOR US. 
 

Thanks be to God! 
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St. Rene Faith Formation Program - Emergency Closing Information 
 

IMPORTANT REMINDER…..in the event of a heavy snowfall, or inclement 

weather you can access Emergency Closing information for our program by 

going to the St. Rene Website…..Strenegoupil.org    (in the event of an emergency closing, this announcement would 

be the First Message to appear on the Web-Site at the top of your screen.)  

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

12/22: Family Mass 9:30am - Fourth Sunday of Advent 
         (Pageant Practice After Mass) 
12/24: 4:00pm Christmas Mass - Christmas Pageant 

12/25:  Merry Christmas! 
12/29:  Family Mass 9:30am 
1/1:   Happy New Year! Holy Day of Obligation. 

         9:00am Family Mass 
1/5:    Family Mass 9:30am 
        Level 2 Belonging Service 

1/8:   Classes Resume for ALL Levels 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Belonging Service 
 

On January 5th at the 9:30 a.m. mass, our Faith 

Formation Students in Level Two will be received as 

candidates for First Eucharist.  The candidates are 

invited to join in the Entrance Procession in which 

they will carry a loaf of sandwich bread.  The bread 

symbolizes Jesus, The Bread of Life.  All the bread 

will be donating to our local food pantry.  These 

First Eucharist candidates will receive their First  

Communion badge at this very special mass. 

At this time of joyful sharing, we thank all of our St. Rene parishioners who have so generously 

supported the Advent Outreach Project sponsored by the Faith Formation Program. 

 

There were an abundance of items collected:  sweaters, socks, warm scarves, gloves, mittens, 

coats, and hats.  The Faith Formation students, at all of our levels, are very aware of Jesus’ call to 

assist those less fortunate.  May God be gracious to you and your families this Christmas Season 

for your generosity and kindness! 

Faith Formation Office  (773) 229-8523 
 

Coordinator: Peg Siebenaler 
            

Email:  strenefaithformation@gmail.com 

Living Nativity  

on Christmas Eve 

 

Christmas is right around the 

corner! We will gather to once 

again celebrate the Birth of 

Our Lord Jesus Christ! One of 

our Christmas traditions here at St. Rene is The Chil-

dren’s Christmas Mass, which we celebrate on Christmas 

Eve at 4pm. At this Mass the children of our Faith For-

mation Program will be celebrating Jesus’ Birthday As 

part of this special Mass, the children will re-enact the 

Christmas Story. It will be a wonderful experience, which 

allows them to share in the real meaning of Christmas! 

Christmas greetings and blessings 

From St. Rene Faith Formation… 

 

May you and those you love 

 

walk in peace, beauty, and joyful hope 

 

this Christmas and throughout the New Year! 
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             Saturday, December 21, 2019 
4:00pm—Victor Lesker (Diane Biondo) 
4:00pm—MaryAnn Whiteghead (Family) 
4:00pm—Michael Liberto (Friend) 
4:00pm—Herbert Sigafoose (From his Daughters) 
4:00pm—Anthony, Josephine & Laura Pelegrino (Family) 
 

             Sunday, December 22, 2019 
7:30am—Daniel Rajewski (Louise Siebenaler) 
7:30am—Caterina & Gaspare Amaro (Giuseppe Amaro) 
 

9:30am—Catherine Bartuch Morrell (Family) 
9:30am—Veronica Pluzycki (Dolores Pluzycki & Family) 
9:30am—Ron Mroz (John & Gloria Bodoki) 
 

11:30am—Sam Principe (Family) 
 

             Monday, December 23, 2019 
8:00am—Sam Principe (Family) 
8:00am—Recovery for Emily Sarlitto—Mary Sarlitto 
 

    Tuesday, December 24—Christmas Eve  
8:00am—Michael Rizzo (Mary Rizzo) 
 

4:00pm—The Beloved Deceased of St. Rene 
 

Midnight—The Beloved Deceased of St. Rene 
 

  Wednesday, December 25—Christmas Day 
7:30am—The Beloved Deceased of St. Rene 
 

9:30am—The Beloved Deceased of St. Rene 
 

11:30am—The Beloved Deceased of St. Rene 
 

             Thursday, December 26, 2019 
8:00am—Recovery for Glen Miller (Family) 
 

             Friday, December 27, 2019 
8:00am—Fred Borowski (Geri Tomaselli) 
8:00am—Frances Sala (Altar & Rosary Society) 
8:00am—Ron Mroz (Peg Siebenaler) 
 

             Saturday, December 28, 2019 
8:00am—Louis Rapacz (Family) 
 

4:00pm—Casimir C. Wilczynski (Family) 
4:00pm—Louis Rapacz (Family) 
 

             Sunday, December 29, 2019 
 

7:30am—Zeneida Narea (Vince Narea) 
7:30am—Daniel Rajewski (Jean Richards) 
 

9:30am—Dawn Bodoki Denis (Mom & Dad) 
9:30am—Ed Surges (Barb Grzenia) 
9:30am—Lauren Vitrano (Connie, Dawn & Amanda) 
 

11:30am—Raymond Sutkowski (Tammy & Jeff Sheffler) 
 

Martin Adelsbach 
Judy Adelsbach 

Larry Adkins 
Guadalupe Almendarez 

Anthony Barone 
Carl Bell 

Joanne Bukowiecki 
Gina Camp 

Dominic Ciampaglia 
Margaret Ciampaglia 

Mitchell Gallas 
Geri Gestaut 

Robert Hilbruner 
Rose Ann Lindsay 
Marge Masunas 
Lori McCarthy 

Kenneth Milewski 
William Nita 

Rochelle Piegari 
Joseph Rice 

Edward Robertson 
Judith Siwek 

Jeanne Schmitz 
Michael Tallon 
Sandra Tallon 
Scott Tloczek 

Shirley Tloczek 
Stanley Tloczek 
Joan Wilhelmy 
Richard Zaleski 

Altar & Rosary Society  
Cleaning Schedule—December 27/28 

 

Connie Altman & Linda Dobias 

St. Rene Devotional Candle 
 

TAT—Maxine Carey 

The offerings for the weekend of Dec. 14/15 

are not available at this time. They will be  

published in a future bulletin. 
 
   

           

“I will honor 
Christmas in my 

heart,  
and try to keep it 

all the year.” 
 

 Charles Dickens 
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Mass 4:00PM 
December 28, 2019 

Diane Biondo 
Dan Bartusiak 
Linda Dobias 

Frank Zalewski 
Russ Dober 

 
Nancy Gunnell 

7:30AM 
December 29, 2019 

Alice Schaer 
Jack Kenney 

Pat O’Brien-Kenney 
Amy Shanahan 

 
Leo Crotty 

Jack Orsi 
Joan Orsi 

Barb Grzenia 
Teena Smith 
Debbie Rudar 

 
Jerry Hughes 

9:30AM 
December 29, 2019 

11:30AM 
December 29, 2019 

Monica Wojcik 
Julie Wojcik 

Kathy Przekwas 
John Strompolis 

Ben Shafer 

 
Cathy Kordelewski 

Baptism 
 

First Sunday of the month or during 
weekend Mass. Parent preparation 
class required. Contact the Parish Of-
fice at (773) 229-8523 to register. 
 

Marriage 
 

Saturday afternoons at 12:30pm or 
2:00pm. Please call Fr. Bob at least 6 
months in advance to make arrange-
ments. 
 

Reconciliation/Confession 
 

Saturdays from 3:15—3:45pm or in the Parish Office by appointment.  
 

Anointing of the Sick 
 

Please call the Parish Office at (773) 229-8523 for a family member who is  
seriously ill. 
 

Communion for the Sick and Homebound 
 

Ministers of Care are available to bring Communion to the homebound. Please 
call the Parish Office to make arrangements. 
 

Due to privacy regulations, hospitals can no longer contact the parish without 
family consent. Please contact the Parish Office when you or a loved one would 
like a visit or to be added to the prayer list. 
 

Faith Formation Classes 
 

Classes for Grades 1-8 are offered on Wednesday evenings from 6:00-7:30pm.  
 

They will meet during the school year. Please call Peg Siebenaler in the Parish 
Office with any questions. 
 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
 

This program is designed for adults who are not baptized, those who were bap-
tized into a Christian tradition other than Roman Catholic and those Catholics 
who have not yet celebrated the Sacraments of First Eucharist or Confirmation. 
Classes begin in September with the Sacraments being received at the Easter 
Vigil. Please contact Fr. Bob for more information.  
 
 

New Parishioners are always welcome at St. Rene.  
Our doors and hearts are open to you. 

Please stop in the office to join our Parish family.  

Parish Staff 
 

 

Rev. Bob Regan  
         Pastor 
 

Rev. Peter Paurazas 
         Pastor Emeritus                                              
 

Karen Hoogland  
        Businesss Manager 
 

Peg Siebenaler 
        Faith Formation 
 

Irene Perconti 
        Administrative Assistant 
 

Steve Kittler 
        Director of Music 
 

Joanne Tishka 
         Bulletin Coordinator 
 

Stanley Silacz 
         Maintenance Supervisor 

Daily Masses 
Monday - Saturday at 8:00am 

 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday at 4:00pm 

(Confessions from 3:15 - 3:45pm) 
 

Sunday 
7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Saturday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 

Parish Office 
6949 West 63rd Place 
Phone (773) 229-8523 

Email 
office@strenegoupil.org 

Website 
www.strenegoupil.org 
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MARY ANN DYBALA

Your First Choice Realtor
Call For FREE  Market Analysis

6165 S. Archer Ave. 582-9300REALTY

ACE
PLUMBING
& SEWER

Emergency Service
Licensed • Bond • Insured

Lic. #SL39           Free Estimate
Senior Citizen Discount

Member Better Business Bureau
5801 S. McVicker     
(773) 581-8310

Serving Your 
Community Since 1975

Thank You For 
Your Patronage!

THREE
SONS

PANCAKE
HOUSE

FAMILY RESTAURANT
6200 S. ARCHER 

773.585.2767

Open 7 Days6am to 3pm

MICHAEL A. SUTKOWSKI
ATTORNEY AT LAW, St. Rene Alum

• Wills • Power of Attorney
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Parishioner Discount     Will Come To Your Home

847.910.8004

819950 St Rene Goupil Church

Brian Schultz

6625 W. Archer Ave.
773-788-2629

Call Me For Free Current Market
Analysis or a free list of homes!

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters! • LeafGuard® 
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for 
FREE*

• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters

• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Lowe’s Gift Card
with FREE  in-home estimate!

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will
receive a $25 gift card. Retail value $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one
per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is

valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both
cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have

a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The
following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies

or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home
consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift

may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of
equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via
first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in

conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or
promoted by Lowe’s and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. 

Expires 3/31/20.

CALL BY 12/31 TO RECEIVE
75% 50% OFF

LABOR*
*After 12/31/19 customer will be
eligible for 50% off labor. Does not

include cost of material.
Offer expires 3/31/20.

X
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Chicago, IL 60638-5009
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GEORGE’S
PLUMBING & SEWER

Flood Control Specialists
All Types of Plumbing Repairs

• Bathroom Installations • Sump Pumps
• Toilets, Tubs, Sinks, Faucets
• Sewers Inspected by camera
• Foundation Leaks Repaired
• Battery Backup Systems
Quality Work - Reasonable Prices

(773) 585-1893 43 yrs. exp.
Lic #058196966

LOOMIS FEDERAL SAVINGS
AND LOAN ASSOCIATION
6350 West 63rd Street, Chicago, IL 60638

(773) 586-6900
M e m b e r

RIDGE FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATION SERVICES
EDWARD A. TYLKA
DIRECTOR/MANAGER
25 YEARS OF SERVICE
TO YOUR COMMUNITY

6620 W. ARCHER AVE. 773.586.7900

SPECIAL DISCOUNT
TO PARISHIONERS

FOR PRE-ARRANGEMENTS

Mowimy Po Polsku

10% OFF w/this ad

Best Homemade
Soup in Chicago

Open 7 Days
at 7 AM

• BREAKFAST
• LUNCH • DINNER

773.229.9208
6435 W. ARCHER

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

COMPLETE CREMATION WITH ONE DAY VISITATION

$539900 Call For Details
Direct Cremation $149500

www.ClearingFuneralHomes.com

5800 W. 63RD St. 773.284.5755

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Quality Work – Reasonable Prices

DEMMIS
PLUMBING

& SEWER
Ask for a

PARISHIONER
DISCOUNT

773.380.1900
www.demmisplumbing.com

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Lic# 102246

PLUMBING 
& SEWER

Family Owned & Operated 

24 Hr. Emergency Service

773.899.4401

Senior Discount

JTP
Lic# SL 9378

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal
An ideal companion
for personal prayer.

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.
CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

Sales - Service - Installation
Insured, Licensed, Bonded

• Furnaces • Air Conditioners
• Boilers • Humidifiers

708.485.7827
www.4AdvancedHVAC.com

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM
Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship

of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

ED THE PLUMBER
ED THE CARPENTER

Best Work • Best Rate
Satisfaction Guaranteed As
We Do All Our Own Work

Lic# 055-026066
$$ Parishioner Discount $$

773-471-1444


